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ABSTRACT:

Allah Almighty gives righteousness and aberration by His knowledge,
power and wisdom. Allah Almighty does not appoint righteousness, but
He wants voluntary devotion. In spite of having the power and supreme
control He does not force righteousness. We have the choice of opting or
rejecting righteousness. Allah Almighty has made righteousness clear to
its full extent in the Holy Qur'an but, does not force to accept it and
having the power of stopping mankind forcefully from, He does not do so
He wants intentional righteousness. Allah Almighty has given all the
means to accept or reject it. The power of logic is irrefutable fact, but if
the quest for righteousness is not available then one cannot get

righteousness. If the man is headstrong, egotist and reluctant then these
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attitudes leads to aberration. The man who is on the right path should not
think that he got this by his hard work. It is only grace of Allah Almighty.
Righteousness may be given to someone who is not eager of it by the
grace of Allah Almighty, but aberration is only given to those who deserve
it.

KEYWORDS: Quranic, Righteousness, Aberration, Tagwa, philosophy.

1. Introduction

Allah is the only omnipotent. He does what he wants. He keeps supreme
power in obtaining results without creating any causes. If He opts, He can
quench one’s thirst without watering and can repress one’s appetite
without feeding anything. Allah Almighty is independent from the law of
cause and effect of doing any work, but Allah Almighty is running this
universe under some rules and regulations; if we walk, distance is covered;
if we drink water, our thirst is quenched; if we put our hand in fire, the fire
burns our hand.

As this material world is working under the rules and regulations of Allah
Almighty, so is the case with spiritual world. There are some rules and
regulations to get success in the spiritual world. Allah Almighty chooses in
accordance with some rules and regulations as who will be awarded
righteousness and on whom the aberration will be bestowed. This all is
done by the knowledge, power and wisdom of Allah Almighty. The law of
righteousness and aberration has been elaborated in the Holy Qur'an on
many occasions. Law of righteousness and aberration can be justified by

following ways.

1. Righteousness is not appointed

In the battle of existence base of judgment is that jurisdiction, which
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mankind possesses by the grace of Allah Almighty. He does not want but
voluntary devotion that is why Allah Almighty does not fix righteousness.
In spite of power and supreme control on righteousness He does not force
righteousness. Allah Almighty had given the power to mankind for opting
righteousness or rejects it.

Allah Almighty says in the Holy Quran:
Lot 32 ... o5 &101‘,;&5 AT S
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(And say,: The truth is from your Lord. Now, whoever so wills may

believe and whoever so wills may deny.)

And it is also said:
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(Never! Indeed, this is a Reminder. So, whoever so wishes may take
advice from it.)
Allah Almighty says at another place in the Holy Quran:

Z
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(Indeed, this is a reminder; so let anyone who so wishes, adopt a way to
his Lord.)

It is clear by above Quranic verses that Allah Almighty has cleared
righteousness to full extent in the Holy Quran, but He did not force human
beings to accept it. It is their choice to accept or reject it. The man himself
will be liable in both situations and he will face wage in both senses. Had

it been the case that Allah Almighty had expelled to accept righteousness

'Al-Quran 18:29
2Al-Quran 74:54-55
% Al-Quran 76:29
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and despoiled our power of volunteering, then every man had to accept
righteousness. This reality has been discussed many times in the Holy
Quran e.g.

G 5 e A 88 B ek 8 0 AT 35 s 5
(Had your Lord willed, all those on earth would have believed altogether.
Would you, then, compel people, so that they become believers?)
It clearly shows that Allah Almighty does not want to despoil man’s
voluntary power to accept righteousness and Allah Almighty does not
want such impressments. Although He opts voluntary acceptance of
righteousness.
Another Quranic verse shows same scene:
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(Had your Lord willed, He would have made all the people a single
community. But, they will continue in their differences.)

Allah Almighty discusses the behavior of polytheists in these words:

B
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(Similarly, their associate-gods have made the killing of their children
seem fair to many Maushriks (idolators), so that they may ruin them and
may confuse their faith for them. Had Allah so willed, they would not
have done that. So, leave them alone with what they fabricate.)

It means if Allah Almighty wanted He would have forcefully stopped

*Al-Quran 10:99
*Al-Quran 11:118
® Al-Quran 6:138
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them from aberration, but He does not do so. In spite of having the power
of stopping them forcefully from aberration He wants intentional
righteousness. He has clearly made righteousness evident but does not
force mankind to accept this.

Allah Almighty says:

7
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(There is no compulsion in Faith. The correct way has become distinct

from the erroneous.)

Due to not knowing this aspect of Quranic philosophy of righteousness

and aberration, man thinks when Allah is omnipotent and He feels

happiness when man gets righteousness, then why does He not enlighten

me with righteousness? If polytheism is bad, then why He does not stop us

to do so?

This behavior of polytheists is discussed in these words in the Holy Quran:
e e e 5 Y5 B Y5 0 o e msd 0 W G 0 5LE 008 53 1 06

8
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(The polytheists said: If Allah had so willed, we would have not
worshipped anything other than Him - neither we nor our forefathers - nor
would we have made anything unlawful without (a command from) Him.
Similar was the reaction of those who were before them. Therefore, the
messengers ‘obligation is no more than to convey the message clearly.)

On another place this mind set is discussed in these words:

" Al-Quran 2:256
8 Al-Quran 16:35
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(They say: Had the Rahman so willed, we would not have worshipped

them. They have no knowledge of that. They do nothing but make
conjectures.)

It is clear from above Holy verses that in spite of being the omnipotent,
Allah Almighty does not impose the righteousness. In fact, the sayings that
when Allah is omnipotent then why He does not stop us from Polytheism
are because of not understanding the law of righteousness and aberration
and it is wrong to try to incriminate our own aberration on others.

First component of the law of righteousness and aberration is that Allah
had made the righteousness and aberration obvious and had given all
complete means to accept or reject it. There is no coercion on mankind to
accept righteousness, because Allah Almighty does not want coercion

righteousness, but He wants intentional righteousness.

2. Righteousness is only for enquirer
Allah Almighty does not impose the righteousness on anyone, although he
gives righteousness to those who are the enquirers (seeker) of it. This

reality is discussed many times in the Holy Quran.

Pt b ) Gy ol 1 (0 30 06 5 0 K e A1 48 (i
(The disbelievers say, :Why is it that no sign (of their choice) has been
sent down to him from his Lord? Say, :Allah lets go astray whom He wills

and gives guidance to those who turn to Him.)

Allah says on another place in the Holy Quran:

® Al-Quran 43:20
1% Al-Quran 13:27
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(Allah chooses (and pulls) toward Himself anyone He wills, and guides to
Himself anyone who turns to Him (to seek guidance).)
It means the way of righteousness is not open for everyone but, for those

who have great will to walk on it. Allah Almighty said:

(As for those who strive in Ouran way, We will certainly take them onto
Our paths, and indeed Allah is with those who are good in deeds.)

Only those get righteousness from the Holy Quran who are striving in it.
Allah Almighty says:

13 o = ., , . T s 21
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(This Book has no doubt in it - a guidance for the God-fearing).
It means those will get righteousness from the Holy Quran who are seekers

of abstinence and righteousness. Imam Suyyoti (RA) said:
14
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“Those who obey the orders and escape from the sins are real virtuous.)

In explanation of this Imam Alsaavi says that here virtue drifts to two
meanings,

1) Those who know the realty of Allah Almighty.

2) Those who want to become virtuous.*

1 Al-Quran 42:13

12 Al-Quran 29:69

3 Al-Quran 2:02

Ysayyoti, Jalaluddin, TafseerJalain, book 1, p#41, Qasim publications,
Karachi
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It means the Holy Quran is the book of righteousness for whole mankind,
but he who gets the righteousness, is the seeker.

The power of logic is irrefutable fact, but if quest for righteousness is not
available then one cannot get righteousness.

This actuality can easily be understood by the conversation of Hazrat
Ibrahim (A.S) and the king Nimrood.

G EIB" Eags g Gl 35 pad JB 3 G D048 1% 8 el glo Gl ) 5
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(Do you not know the one who argued with Ibrahim about his Lord,
because Allah had given him kingship? When Ibrahim said: :My Lord is
the One Who gives life and brings death, he said: :I give life and | bring
death. Said Ibrahim: Allah brings the sun out from the East; now, you
bring it out not bring the wrongdoers to the right path.)

In fact that was a great example of logic. Nimrod entirely lost the battle of
logic, this should have lead Nimrod to righteousness but, he was not the
seeker of righteousness. He was astonished but remained firm on his
spurious and remained plundered from getting righteousness. On that
occasion Allah Almighty evidenced His law of righteousness that He does
not give righteousness to tyrants. Here the tyrants are those who remain
firm on their pigheadedness and persistence in spite of getting
righteousness that was as comprehensible as the sun in the sky. Law of

righteousness from Allah Almighty is that the doors of righteousness are

BTafseer Jalain, book 01, p# 42.
16 Al-Quran 2:258
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closed for those who do not volunteer for it.

3. Righteousness is given according to capability
Allah Almighty owns all the treasures of universe and He largesse to all
mankind to its full extent. His both hands are free to largesse on mankind.

In this regard Allah Almighty said,
EIRES \J?Muymw@QL@{,\JJU‘,S;@L@«SU;&\A\,\UQKJ
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Whoever opts for the immediate (benefits from) life herein, We give him,
right here in this life, as much as We will, to whomever We intend. Then
We assign Jahannam for him where he shall enter condemned, discarded.
And whoever opts for the Hereafter and makes efforts for it as due, while
he is a believer, then, the effort of such people is appreciated!. To all of
them - both these and those - We extend the grants of your Lord. And the
grant of your Lord is not barred (for anyone).

It means the largesse of Allah Almighty is roturier, but people get narrow
largesse because of their narrow quest for it. Some people get lot of
largesse due to their quest of it. It means as all the things are given to
mankind according to their quest, so is the righteousness. Allah Almighty
has made this capability of mankind obvious in the Holy Quran and its
effects and results has also been discussed clearly in the Holy Quran.

Due to bad acts of Jews, abasement dominated them by the Allah
Almighty. When the truth came to them in its real extant, they refused to

7 Al-Quran 17:18-20
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accept it. Their incapability and inquest to righteousness lead them to ever
aberration. They were made plundered from righteousness.

Allah Almighty says about it;

e 3 0 K0 B0 el o B gl
(And they said: Our hearts are veiled. Rather, Allah has cast damnation
upon them for their disbelief. So, they believe just in very little things.)
Righteousness is given according to the capability of mankind; if someone
wants to increase his in-dubiousness Allah Almighty improves his
certainty, and gives him according to his will and makes it obvious in the

Holy Quran,

U6t K e &0 g 261 67 J 5 s
(So, when it was clear to him, he said: | know that Allah is Powerful over
everything.)
When Ibrahim (A.S) said; O my Almighty Allah show me how you will
give rebirth to the deceased? Then Allah Almighty said are you not
believer? He replied why not, | just want to increase my firm belief upon

you, then Allah Almighty said;
I fels o G S0 7 i s e K e e O s S s gl 15 0

20 )
(He said: Then take four birds and tame them to your call, then put on

every mountain apart from them, and then give them a call, and they shall
come to you rushing, and know that Allah is Mighty, Wise)

18 Al-Quran 2:88
19 Al-Quran 2:259
20 Al-Quran 2:260
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As there are no limitations of righteousness so is the quest of
righteousness. Perhaps for this we are ordered to beg for righteousness in
every prayer. The man who wants to achieve higher and higher
destinations, he is given according to his quest. As the degree of the Holy

Prophet (S.A.W) is improving by every time,

s e ol 5 53
(Surely the Hereafter is much better for you than the present life.)
In spite of this He (S.A.W) prays;

22 o o L o2
de 3% &5 &
(And say, My Lord, improve me in knowledge.)
By above examples it is obvious that the righteousness is given according

to the capability of mankind and the man who wants to achieve higher and

higher destinations, is given according to his quest.

4. Sins are the hurdle in getting righteousness
According to the Quranic law of righteousness and aberration this point is
undoubtedly discussed in the Holy Quran that sometimes sins become the
hurdle in accepting righteousness. The man who remains aside from sins

gets the beauty of righteousness.
23 e a 3 o = e o = 2
Sl W A iy ST Gy S U
(By this He lets many go astray, and by this He makes many find
guidance. But He does not let anyone go astray thereby except those who

are sinful)

21 Al-Quran 93:04
22 Al-Quran 20:114
23 Al-Quran 2:46
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It indicates that man’s sins and insubordination expels him to astray. If the
man is headstrong, egotist and reluctant, these attitudes cause aberration.

This law is discussed in Holy Quran in these words,
o 1 Sphe o Je Jars oy o Je g Jo e 0 AT d3p G038 6 el
24 . .

5355 Sl kg s

(So, have you seen him who has taken his desires as his god, and Allah has

let him go astray, despite having knowledge, and has sealed his ear and his

heart, and put a cover on his eye? Now who will guide him after Allah?

Still, do you not take lesson?)

This Holy Verse shows that he was given the power of knowledge but, he

followed his longings, his desires led him to astray and he was aberrationd

from righteousness in all senses. aberration of the Jews is mainly caused
by their indocility and sins,
g bl s 5o i b s 0l S Bt b
I T g OB K e
(So, (they met their fate) for breaking their pledge, and for their disbelief
in the verses of Allah, and for their slaying of the prophets unjustly, and
for their saying, Our hearts are seasled - rather, Allah has set a seal over
them for their disbelief, so they do not believe but a little)
From this Holy verse it is obvious that the cause of the aberration of Jews
are; breaking of the promises with Allah Almighty; denying the Holy

verses; assassination of Holy Prophets unjustly and sayings that their

hearts are sealed. But Allah Almighty says that their hearts are not sealed

4 Al-Quran 45:23
2> Al-Quran 4:155
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and Allah Almighty has set a seal and they had been declared as
aberration.

There is story of a man in the Holy Quran,
ity s s s o o 80 (e Al o At il G0 6 e ity
pﬂj\ Jes cf“ﬁv@ s 5l B ol 12 u\dﬁ\ wa Lyb t\j SN I
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(Recite to them the story of the one whom We gave Our verses, then he
wriggled out from them, so Satan pursued him and he became one of the
perverted. If We so willed, we would have elevated him thereby; but he
clung to the earth and followed his desires. So, his example is like the
example of a dog, if you attack him, he pants with his tongue protruding,
and if you leave him alone, he still pants with his tongue protruding. That
is the example of those who rejected Our signs. So, relate the chronicles,
so that they may ponder.)

These Holy verses describe about the person, who was given the
knowledge of Holy verses, but he denied this knowledge, because of this,
Satan dominated on him and he got aberration. When he followed his
wishes Allah Almighty forced him to aberration. Due to this he became
like a dog, who always huffs. He always smells the soil in spite of glutted.
From above verses one can easily understand that how sins aberration the
man from the righteousness and he went on being trapped in bog of
aberration. From above verses the man is discussed namely “Balum Bin

Baoora” his prayers were ratified, due to corruption he was as aberrated he

26 Al-Quran 7:175-176

93



The Scholar (July— December 2018) Quranic Concept of Righteousness and Aberration 81-97

prayed against Moosa (AS).’

It is obvious that sins are the hurdles in getting righteousness and good
works open the door of righteousness. Some people obey their will and
ego and went astray and they were the cause of aberration of others.

(Surely, there are many who misguide people on the basis of their desires
without having knowledge. Surely, your Lord is the best knower of those
who cross the limits.)

From these Holy verses Allah Almighty has clarified that man’s sins and
egoist can be the causes of aberration. If man’s heart is indulged in piety
then weakness in evidence does not matter and if the heart is away from

the piety then any evidence have no price.

5. Righteousness and the Grace of Allah Almighty
Man is that laborer who is given the wages of life, in the belly of his
mother. It means that, if he spent his whole life in obedience of Allah
Almighty then too, it is not the duty of Allah Almighty to send him to the
Heavens. There is nothing obligatory on Allah Almighty, He bestows with
his largeness only. It is true that this universe is working under some rules
and regulations but He is the omnipotent, He is not compelled to these
laws. Law of righteousness and aberration is correct but, the man who is
on right path he should not think that he got this by his hard work. He
should think that righteousness is the grace of Allah Almighty.
This grace of Allah Almighty is discussed in the Holy Quran in these

2" Ibn e kaseer, Asmail tafseerulQuraan | Azeem,book 02,p# 255,
darulhadees,Qahira
28 Al-Quran 6:119
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words,
29
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(Say! To Allah belong the East and the West. He guides whom He wills to
a straight path.)

30 P RV WP
aolie Ge 3LAS 15 4 (oas A (sl S

(That is Allah‘s guidance. He guides with it whomsoever He wills from

among His servants)

At another place Allah Almighty said,

31 %

55 s s A0 505 b O
(It is not for you to put them on the right path. Rather, Allah puts on the
right path whom He wills)

Demand of the faith is that, who are on the path of righteousness should
think that, it is the grace of Allah Almighty. One should never think that
he has found the path of righteousness by his own intellect and hard work,
although he should surrender his all wills in front of Allah Almighty. It is
the demand of belief and the voice of gentility. When the people of
Heaven will be sent to the Heavens, they will say,

P ANk 51Ty Gt Bl 10 bl el b s
(And they will say, all praise is to Allah who has guided us to this. We

would not have been able to find the way, had Allah not guided us.)

Sayings of the Holy Prophets were also as,

29 Al-Quran 2:142
%0 Al-Quran 6:88
3L Al-Quran 2:272
32 Al-Quran 7:43

95



The Scholar (July— December 2018) Quranic Concept of Righteousness and Aberration 81-97
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(What is wrong with us that we should not put our trust in Allah when He
has guided us to our paths?)

In the Holy Quran it is made obvious that Allah Almighty may give the
righteousness to those who are not able of it only by His grace. It means
He gives the righteousness to those who are eager of it as well as no
egoists by His grace only, but aberrations only those whom they are
deserve it.

Allah Almighty says in the Holy Quran,

Ml b A sy B B s
(And Allah lets the unjust go astray; and Allah does what He wills.)
It is obvious aberration is appointed only to those whom deserve it.
Whereas righteousness is given to those who are capable of it and to those
on whom Allah Almighty bestows his grace. Demand of the belief is that

one should believe in, that Allah Almighty has given me the righteousness

by his grace only.

Conclusions:
1. In spite of omnipotence Allah Almighty does not force
righteousness.
2. According to the law of righteousness and aberration,
righteousness is given to those who are eager of it.

3. Righteousness is given according to one’s quest.

% Al-Quran 14:12
% Al-Quran 14:27
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4. Sins become the hurdle in the way of righteousness.

Righteousness may be given to someone who is not eager of it by
the grace of Allah Almighty, but aberration is only given to those who
deserve it.
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