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A REVIEW OF EVOLUTION OF ORIENTAL ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS
OF QURAN IN WEST

Afshan Noureen, Farhat Naseem Alvi

ABSTRACT:

The historical evolution of English translations of Holy Quran is a
phenomenon which gradually emerged over centuries. There have been
seven different complete Quran translations since sixteenth century by
Non-Muslim Orientalists. A brief review of Evolution of Oriental English
Translations of Quran has been presented in this research study. All of
these translations are mistaken, astray, and full of errors and have been
written with prejudice against Islamic teachings and Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). Most of these orientalist translators having (Christian) religious
background tried their level best to raise doubts regarding revelation,
compilation and preservation of Quran. The hostility and prejudice of
these English translators declined over the years and they have gradually
learned to use reasoning and logic to defy Quran and teachings of
Prophet Muhammad. There were several supporting factors behind
successful evolution of these English Oriental translations including
publishing companies, government institutions, religious scholars,
controversial arguments, dramatic suppositions and the universities in the
west. A few modern day Quran translations also appeared on the horizon
of field of Oriental studies; however they continued the tradition of their
ancestors regarding undermining the teachings of Quran intentionally or
unintentionally with their clearly evident prejudice. Some of the reasons

for evolution and successful emergence of these English Quran
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translations have been identified during the course of this research and
are briefly discussed.

KEYWORDS: Orientalism, English Quranic  Translations, Evolution,
dramatic suppositions, controversial arguments.
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2 Nadwi, Abu-Al-Hassan, Muslim Mumalik main Islamyat aur Maghrabiat ki
kashmakush, Majlis Nashrayat, Karachi,1976, p.256.

3 (Muhammad Khalifa is from Cairo Egypt and is a very well-known scholar. He
has completed his P.H.D from Toronto University Canada in Electrical
Engineering. When he read Oriental Scholars false literature about Islam in
Canada, he decided to respond to it with his literary work. He worked hard and
wrote a book after ten years continuous dedication and hard work named
“Sublime Quran and Orientalism” with the purpose to spread true message of
Islam.)
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* Mohammed Mohar Ali, The Koran and Orientalists Jamyiat Ihyaa Minhajj ul
Sunnah 2004(Mohammad Mohar Ali met renowned Oriental Scholars of 19" and
20" Century and rejected their false literal claims with strong and well
established arguments.)

® Jones A.H.M, The Decline of the Ancient world, Longman Singapore Publishers
Ltd, 1966, p.10.
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® Salma Khadra, Manuela Marin, The Legacy of Muslim Spain, E.J. Brill, New
York, 2" Edt., 1994, p.97

" Euller, J.F.C, The Decisive Battles of the western world, Great Britain, 1954,
p.241

8 Abdul Qadir Jillani, Dr, Islam, Pyghamber-e-Islam Aur Mustashregeen-e-
Maghrib ka Andaz-e-Fikar,Kitab Siray Lahore,2010,p.92.
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°® Armoud Vorlijik, Richard Van Leeuwen, Arabic Studies in the Nether Lands: A
Short history in parfaits, 1580-1950, Brill, Leiden Boston, 2014, p.12

19 Marion L. Kuntz, Guillaume Postel, Prophet of the Restitution of All Things his
life and thought, springer science business media, B.V, 1981, Preface (Guillaume
Postel published the first Arabic grammar for European Scholars containing a

printed repudiation of the opening surah of Koran)
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' Tomaz Mastank, Crusading Peace: Christendom, the Muslim World, and
western political order university of California Press, London 2002, pp.196-
204,216.

12 Abdul Qadir Jillani, Dr, Islam, Pyghamber-e-Islam Aur Mustashregeen-e-
Maghrib ka Andaz-e-Fikar,Kitab Siray Lahore,2010,p.142-143.

¥ Tomaz Mastanak, Crusading Peace: Christendom, The Muslim World, and
Western Political order University of California Press, London 1916, pp.204-216

81



Ao QW Li:d1 et A6 A0S L FIG1

+J JF.27L 5 Lodovico Maracius Ji$ut1- & e ot
F6osF b e il s IS Tz 2o U sl ey P - 2
Sl ir L el PP S ploLitede ST Foa
SIS F et ST (@ Ee o1 L L p e 25
GFEFGLF U onls A S e St San 9 o f1F
JLE?/!Juv(!fdzﬁéﬂf“l)Jwgﬁ”/}M(u? RSyl 122
S35 o

U

P /2 K(ft]&i’)ﬁt Vot ldgfi

oz ¢Alexander Ross

sl 9/?64ﬁ%( U/ 2 f U2 1649 .z 7§ Alexander Ross

Ross /f UV e &7 it/ L Sieur Du Ryer £ ¥ « o} 174

_%d(VK&]LJL‘%d‘zL Alexander

“Alcoran of Mohomet, Translated out of Arabic for Satisfaction

of All that desire to looking into Turkish Vanities”
uf/( oS D :,y”éf ST 9&1 (- u:zjd/ “Henry Stubbe” <A £ |
l6_‘@&1@fﬂ/lfﬁjf}”}dlbﬁ/;!i%)/&fL}yL;’«.L’Tu."g

“John Daven-Port, An Apology for Mohammed and Quran, Darut-Tablighe
Islami, Ghum, Iran, p.13.

% Lodvico Maracius was a Latin Translator of Quran who released the Latin
Quran Translation in Padowa. This translations contained Original Text and

Explanatory Notes and was a good effort from him.

®Henry Stubbe, An Ancount of the Rise and Progress of Mahometanism with the
life of Mahomet, ed. Hafiz Mahmud Khan Shirani, Lahore, Sheikh Muhammad
Ashraf, 1954-1959.
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! Milman, D.D., Henery Hart, History of latin CHRISTINITY, Vol,ii. John Murry
,Albemarle street 1872, London.p:167

84



The Scholar Islamic Academic Research Journal
Vol. 7, No. 2 | | July —December 2021 || P. 75-95
https://doi.org/10.29370/siarj/issuel3urduar5

Sir, Ao St Ut Latef}’ —{i¢Dedication £ TLZ x/“&'t’/"‘%li_u’l
S 26 e § a2 8¢ U S JL-William Martin Kt, D.C.L
d"/,d/uta?wgtf.,!/'(L'K(U/lmuﬂ'/"m«..?;ug'd?@y@/‘:’d/Rodwell.?;d;lg.
43.Lf}“‘évﬁuﬂ'{u/faab“/uy.Rodwellfw-LEL'n;J“ba&}LSales@
& et S & lln (3 AL ol &S =l e Muhammadans, Uslé
LD LU Y s S Setls e ehe 3 bz nd e § S
LL,:«);L K(Judaism).wr::u!(Christianity)L}%:«:’ Lo uf’ %JJ/ 7k S
 Gustav Weil 27 21 Rodwell- o o G471 360 (§ el ool
b e LEsS U P nE sue Ui Theodore Noeldeke
N, & -t & Choronological Orders ? ‘at“/ S IR~
2 oS FTASEELS br ind 287 i s i d 27 Sae G i Gesr
:oif 276 Richard Bell
LL:/”L'(&/“&T?L Richard Bell

The Quran Translated With a critical re-arrangement of the

surahs
e 3544 e T (e 7343 Fer b 2 1
Ui _« (7 & Edinburgh, Uk, T. & T. Clark, 38 George Street
S i1l e o £ FAT L U 1o E 21939 ik 5 1937

23
<

(D)Preface (i1) Bibliography (iii) Surahs

2 A Arberry, The Koran Interpreted, George Allen and Unwin ltd, London
first published in 1955,preface,p.18

2 Bell Richard, THE QURAN ,Translated with a critical rearrangements of
Surrahs ,T and T Clark ,Edinburgh ,1937,Vol. 1

85



The Scholar Islamic Academic Research Journal
Vol. 7, No. 2 | | July —December 2021 || P. 75-95
https://doi.org/10.29370/siarj/issuel3urduar5

/J?(I—XXIV)_‘a&nfj{,/ﬂ!?i/r/nc;/“cgmrz‘+ﬁ4u?/r34,41?ﬁ
64 TBIE A 1 (XXV-XIV)- Bty Wism Snls fe o8 P o
Ut Ut f b ol kT SUF e o re LSS AL S =
_+féuuijw1,,1

Uit 3o snr e b AFE W s L fost e AL L1 Bell
el Hp UETF (D)

e A Gon i SUir s LT ()

52 S TG L g I o ST 1 S e i oS 52 11 Bell
et at,?u(«uigf 8 HB 2 U il eE L B sIA
RS PRy

:Ji 22¢Arthur John Arberry

-V 2 73 Arthur John Arberry

The Koran Interpreted

»J ?WJI-%LGeorge Allen and Unwin (%,1900¢7/ .2 ¥ Arberry

U v EXXT-CXIV U2 A § 03 sl 2 76 T 13 FT-XX e G-t A
SS LTt 2367 L Fande iupe 62350 £ Ui 1t London , U
Se fd/ ,«C@’!&ndx’“%dcwiuw(“The Koran Interpreted” ("
e F$C sz p PGP FS L ein L sl S (0,
U 7 0 Falos KU1 §n 8L S 1964 = L2 16 oy 505 TH

#Bell Richard, THE QURAN ,Translated with a critical rearrangements of
Surrahs ,T and T Clark ,Edinburgh ,1937,Vol. 1

86



The Scholar Islamic Academic Research Journal
Vol. 7, No. 2 | | July —December 2021 || P. 75-95
https://doi.org/10.29370/siarj/issuel3urduar5

Sy /:f/?(ﬁLgmedgﬁLdJ.,Cf a2 SIS U A
5

;7 -z 7§Nessim Joseph.Dawood

_‘a,rw &}&T}L Nessim Joseph.Dawood

The Koran (A New Translation ).
ﬁ‘afgj/?»l?w.gd‘gujui;l956£_Penguin Classics/&/"&!’/"u’y“fut
ég U+ 1956,1959,1966,1968,1974 .27 . ¥ Dawood-c 4 Jx = rre
Slo LGl 27 SUTr 1990 6 W = sU L 2 dsr SUdur 5
d/u(dtxu"2014u’;ﬁ;d/|u - £1997.511993,1994,1995 2 7

LS

Ll Pyl o8 e W = L by il £ 15 U2 22
Db 5 U U A U6 a%égﬁx},_wgn}figw FT0)LIF
Fle S —c st 2260 D I A G 1220000 Esf e

e CELL i)
J;vJLﬁuLﬁLrwmuiwfiadd/&]@?“’”.ﬁdgw/iu(&}m
L;,uf)_au’/v d/c_m/u)u’/.,/lud’ MO S sl Bl 20 L e
per? CLBU (2456 L212021990 (Revised Edition) (& 7
crse S Lt 2 Siw I 7 1) L Ut § i e i
Y J//uﬁﬁﬁ;vu_ué:ﬁ:pzJv(ﬂg)34f+6f;,K,ﬁw?timu/,
ARSI B LE S 2 S g N T S m(}’j g
b S tuie P8 k0 1195608 e 121990225

% Arrbery AJ., The Koran interpreted, oxford university press UK,1964
,Introduction p:ix
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