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ISLAMIC REFORMS FOR THE STATUS OF WOMEN

Malik Latifullah, Muhammad Nasrullah Khan
ABSTRACT:

In the beginning of Islam, the position of woman was extremely terrible.
Women had lost their respect and honor. Usually men were losing their
wives in gambling games. Killing wives by their husbands was like a killing
of pet animal. Women were victim of sexual harassment. Divorced and
widowed women were not allowed to remarry. They were not entitled to
receive any rights. Women were classified against even in the matter of
food. Men would certainly treat their wives with injustice, harshly and
seize all of their rights. They were practically made untouchables, during
the menses. They had to face many worst restrictions and customs.
Women were viewed as an embodiment of sin, evil and disgraces .Among
many nations, the custom of disposing of daughters by killing was
common. There was a doubt, whether women were human beings and
whether God had granted them a soul or not. But Islam taught the world
that women are as much a human beings as men. Islam did justice to
women. They gained all their rights that they had not earlier imagined. In

short, women were raised from dishonor to honor and dignity by Islam.

KEYWORDS: Reforms, women, dower, inheritance, crises, restrictions,
rights

INTRODUCTION:

Before the advent of Islam, the position of woman was very awful. They

were victim of sexual anarchy. They had to marry with many people, at

the same time. After wedding every bride had to spend some days at

80



THE SCHOLAR (January—June 2021)

religious leaders. Women were deprived from Conjugal rights in
Buddhism. Women were considered as the source of all evils by the
Judaism and the Christianity. She was regarded as an embodiment of evils
in the world, due to this among many nations; the custom of burying of
daughters alive was common. They were deprived from inheritance and
dower. There were many worst restrictions and customs for women.
During the menses, the women were practically made untouchables.
During the waiting period, women had to spend one year in their dirty
clothes in a bad house. Orphan girls were in more miserable situation.
Woman was neither permitted to receive any training in culture; she was
neither entitled to receive any education, nor economic and social rights.
The condition of women, in Egypt, China, Iran, Rome, and other centers
of civilization was same. The slogan of woman's rights, woman's
education and woman's emancipation are an echo of the revolutionary call
raised by the Islam who changed the way of thinking about women. All
worthless and cruel customs are removed by Islam. In fact the concept of
giving the women their rights and a place of dignity in society has been

created in human beings by Islam.

(1).Sexual anarchy & erotic crisis for women and Islamic

reforms;

(1).In India Women had to marry with many people at the same time .After
wedding every bride had to spend the first week at religious leaders for the
first opportunity of sexual intercourse in India. The religious leaders
considered it as a sexual and erotically partner. This shameful task had
been treated as a religious obligation in India according to the sect of
Shaktak-met” “In Rome, any slave girl getting married had to spend her
first nuptial night with the owner even Christian bishops did not refrain
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from taking advantage of this permissibility. In Room marriages between
slaves were not legal, and between the slaves and the free were prohibited
under frightful penalties. One of the punishments was, if a free woman
married with a slave, she was to be put to death and the slave burnt alive.
Having many husbands at the same time was practiced by the half-Jewish,

half-Sabaean tribes of Yemen ()”A Jewish chief Fityun, was corrupt;

grgy o 81l Jous ¥ Of dew ogd (o By Ogadll & JW Sl b O™
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“Fityun was their (Jews) chief, and he required every maiden to share his
lustful bed before her nuptials... (” “In Yemen when Atoodah killed
Aryat at this point Abrahah Al-Ashram said to Atoodah, “O "Atoodah
indicate what you demand because you have slain Aryat;

el 37 oo gy Ao ol Ja (0 g0 S50 YT a8 Bage JUB
Sl elld Jus ald

Atoodah answered, "My choice is that | should have the first opportunity
for sexual intercourse with every bride from the people of Yemen before
she enters the possession of her husband,"” and this was granted to Atoodah
by Abrahah... Riyhanah the wife of Abu Murrah al-Fayyad Dhu Yazan

was one of the nobles and beautiful woman of Yemen;

! Sayyed Sulaiman Nadvi ,Rasool-E-Wahdat, ,p:17, Dawah Academy
International Islamia University Islam Abad.1999 /Ameer Ali, Syed, Spirit
of Islam ,P;244,229,188 S,K Lahiri & Co.54, College Street Kalcutta, 1902
Z.Shaha,Buddin Abu Abdullah ,Mu’jamul-Buldaan Vol:2,P:242 Publisher
Dar-e- Sadir Bairot Eddition 2" year,1995
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Al-Ashram took her away forcibly from Abu Murrah and forced her for

marrying ()" When khusro pervez heard of the beauty of the daughter of

Nauman bin manzar,he ordered Nauman to send his daughter forthwith to
the royal harem.Nauman’s Arabic pride could not tolerate this and he
refused .Khusro ordered that Herah ,be occupied and Nauman
captured...Khusro sent a force of twenty thousand to capture Nauman’s
family.A bloody fight ensued between the Arabs and the Persians at Dhu
Qar.Blood flowed in stream and thousands died in the battle.All this
bloodshed was just to satisfy the erotic desire of a king for a beautiful

woman.In the Battle of Dh u Qaar,Persians were defeated by the Arabs;

s o RPN R S 3 -
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“The Holy Prophet said on the day of Dhu Qar ;This has been the first
military encounter in which the Arabs have secured their just due from the
non-Arabs(Persians)(*)” In Persia Mazdak announced for community that
like fire, water and fodder, women and wealth were equally available to all
men. The common people were caught in this sexual storm. Everyone

could walk into everyone else's house;

8 Abu Jafir ,Muhammad bin Jareer , Ta'rikh al-rusul wa'l muluk, Vol:2,
p;129,142
* Attabraani, Al Mu’jam Al Kabeer, Hadith No:1238
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“The Holy Prophet said on the day of Dhu Qar ;This has been the first
military encounter in which the Arabs have secured their just due from the
non-Arabs(Persians)(°)” In Persia Mazdak announced for community that
like fire, water and fodder, women and wealth were equally available to all
men. The common people were caught in this sexual storm. Everyone
could walk into everyone else's house;

dgaly Ay e o digalagd

And take possession of his house, wife and property. A situation was
emerged quickly in which;

oLl 3t Vg oy agis JorJ1 Cpm Y
Neither parents could recognize their children, nor children could
recognize their parents (°).The whole of Persia was thrown into sexual
anarchy .Thus women were suffering and victim of sexual harassment.
(it)In the name of religion the practice of sexual anarchy and erotic crisis
in India were common. In India a large number of temples and the palaces
of the kings and noblemen had converted into the places of euvil,
fornication , immorality and corruption. The worship of the "lignum" (the
sexual organ) was customary in India. There was a religious sect in which
naked women were worshipped by men and the naked men were
worshipped by women in India. Due to this erotic crisis, chaos and
corruption swept over the land. During the Haj season the Arabs would go

round the Ka'abah in perfect nakedness and considered it as a religious

® Attabraani, Al Mu’jam Al Kabeer, Hadith No:1238
® Abu Jafir ,Muhammad bin Jareer ,Ta'rikh al-Rusul wa'l muluk:Vol:2,
P:92-93
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obligation (")”. In his last Khutba the Messenger of Allah strictly banned

and forbade to perform Tawaf in nakedness situation:

Db ol Sl Yy
“And no naked person is allowed to perform Tawaf of the Ka'bah (%)”.
(iii).In a sport namely Flora,naked women competed in race contests in

Rome.While in Islam, to remain naked is strictly prohibited. Once the

Holy Prophet said:

-
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“By God, it is better for me to be dropped from the skies and torn in two
than that | should look at the shameful parts of somebody or that
somebody should look at my shameful parts (9)” The Messenger of Allah

said about the following women;

- F 2 -

. T, o 2, Bé/ﬂ P A R G B G S
YAl el denlS sy MWl (ML Sle SlS el

P
o . 7 .

Aggy 0ag Yy i s
“ and women who are clothed yet naked, Mumilat Mailat (walking with an
enticing gait or turning away from righteousness and leading others astray)
with their heads like the humps of camels leaning to one side. They will

not enter Paradise nor smell its fragrance (‘°).” The Arabs were lost to all

7 Abdul Malik Bin Hisham, Al Seerah Al Nabawiyah Vol:1,P:187
8 Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:1622

® Sarakhsi ,Shamsuddeen,Al-Mabsut Vol:10,P:155

19 5ahih Muslim Hadith No;2128
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sense of shame to such a degree that the famous poet and prince Imra ul-
Qais, in his Qasida takes delight in narrating his illicit sexual intercourse
with his own cousin and this Qasida was hung on the wall of the Ka’ ba.
Due to this shameful poetry he will enter in Hell. The Holy Prophet said,;

S L sl sl ol ol 317

“On the Day of Resurrection, the banner of the poets of "ignorance" will
be in the hands of Imra-ul-Quais, and all of them will march towards Hell
under his leadership (*)”

(iv).In Rome females and males took bath together in public baths. In the
reign of Caliph "Umar, some women, had developed the tendencies of
going to public baths along with the non-muslim women.Hazrat Umar

strictly warned. “Qais bin Harith narrated that;

-2
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“Umar(R.A) wrote to Hadrat Abu “Ubaidah "I hear that some -Muslim

women have started going to public baths along with the non-Muslim
women. It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah and the
Last Day that she should expose her body before the women other than of
her own community ” “When Hadrat Abu'Ubaidah receipt and read this
letter,he cried out:

1 Musnad Ahmad Hadith No:7127
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“May the face of the woman who goes to the public baths to whiten her
complexion be blackened on the Last Day (*?)”

(V)“Due to some exercises of self-mortification, the monasteries had
become houses of prostitution. Within their four walls newborn babies
were being slaughtered; the priests and religious attendants of the church
had developed illicit connections even with forbidden relatives; the crime
of the unnatural act had spread like an epidemic in the monasteries, and
the practice of confession had become a means of immorality in the
churches” Further fornicating women were chosen for marriage without
any hesitation. For instance; Queen Theodora, who was openly and
publicaly given the title of fornicating woman in Constantinople, king

(B

Justinian had chosen her for his marriage....("”).But in Islam such practice

is prohibited,for instance; Anag was a prostitute woman, a companion
Marthad went to Allah’s Prophet and said"O Messenger of Allah! May |

marry her,but the Messenger of Allah forbade him to do so

<

« T8 e tips by
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2 Abu  Bakar Abdur razag Bin Hamam Al Musannif Hadith
No0:1136/lbn-e- kathir,Al Adaab Wal Ahkaamul Mutalliga bidakhoolul
hamaam,Vol:1,P:28,Publisher Darul watan Riyadh,Eddition 1%,1997

3 William Edward Hartpole Lecky, M.A. History of European Morals
From Augustus to Charlemagne; Vol:1,P:470 Edition 9™ London
Longmans, Green, And Co. 1890 /Edward Gibbon, The Decline And Fall
Of The Roman Empire VVol:4,p:215
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14).

OMarthad.... So do not marry her (
(V)In Arabia, there were many prostitution’s house. In Madinah, a regular
house of prostitution, was also made by the chief of the hypocrites of
Madinah (Abdullah bin Ubayy),in which six beautiful slave girls were
kept. One of these prostitutes slave-girl accepted Islam and refused to

work in prostitution house. On denying, she was tortured by Ibn Ubayy.
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“She came to Hadrat Abu Bakr, and complained . This (issue) was brought

to the notice of the Holy Prophet by Hadrat Abu Bakr. The Holy Prophet
15
).

«

ordered that the woman be taken away from him (7).”In these

circumstances,the following Holy verse of the Qur’an(24:33) revealed;

T e Sad 1y 255 s
“And do not compel your maids to prostitution” After the revelation of this

holy Verse the prostitution was also banned.The Messenger of Allah said:

e}?\.»:ﬂ\ ‘} el N

16)”

“There is no place for prostitution in Islam (7)”.The earnings of the

prostitution were also forbidden by Islam. The Holy Prophet said,;

s o Y Fes
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14 Jami-At-Tirmidhi Hadith No:3177
15 Tafseer Ibn Kathir, Vol:6, P:51
16 Sunan Abi Dawood, Hadith No:2264
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17)

“Prostitution earnings is polluted (**)” In the day of ignorance the slave-
girls were used for the culture of music for economic purpose and
entertainment. So buying, selling and trading in singing girls was also a
common practice in pre-Islamic Arab, but Islam strictly banned tithe

Messenger of Allah said;

N 2o

STy (b it Uy (S Vg el N
"It is not lawful to buy and sell and trade in singing girls nor is it lawful to
take their price (**)”
(2).Some forms of marriage in the era of ignorance and Islamic
reforms;
(i).Aishah (R.A) narrated; Arabs practiced four forms of marriage; .The
marriage of the Muslims today is one of these forms....(ii).The second
form of the marriage was the marriage of Istibdaa. A man sends his wife to
another man for getting pregnant by sexual intercourse after the purifying
from menstruation. “The husband would stay away and avoid touching
her, until the pregnancy became clear through the other person.(iii).In the
third form of marriage , a group of ten men, would have sex with a
woman... When she gave birth...she would call the men to come to her....
She would say to them, "You indeed know what you did, and | have given
birth. And so he is your son, O so-and-so and she would mention the name
of the man whom she loved (to have as her child's father). Her child
would be ascribed to that man, and he could not refuse (to be the father)...
(iv).As for the fourth form of marriage, many people would enter upon a

woman (and engage in sexual intercourse with her), and she would not

17 Sunan Abi Dauood Hadith no:3421
18 Tafseer Tabari Vol :20,P:126
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refuse anyone who came to her. They were the fallen women who would
install banners over their doors; whoever wanted them would enter upon
them (and have sex with them). If one such woman became pregnant and
then delivered a child, they (i.e., the men who had sex with her) would be
gathered for her, and Kaafahs (people who were recognized for their
expertise in being able to discern relatives through physical attributes)
would be sent for them. Then, the Kaafaahs would ascribe the child to the
one they thought (was the father); the child would then be ascribed to him,
and would be called his son. And he wouldn't refuse to accept him as his
son such were the rules of the game that everyone followed according to

custom.
So when Allah sent Muhammad, the marriage of ignorance was destroyed

by him (PBUH), except for the marriage of the Muslims today (*°)”
(v).Secret illicit relations; some scholars say;

oW ST sl g iy BT Ayl Aaile oS3 reagl @ JB 57
“ous C\.is

And Dawudi said that Aishah (R.A) narrated the four types of marriages
that were practiced in Jahiliyyah while other types of marriages that were

practiced in Jahiliyyah were not described by her. One was Secret illicit

19 Sunan Abi Dawood Hadith No; 2272
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relations (*°)” Secret illicit relations are strictly prohibited in

Islam.Quran(s:25) satates;
- q -
“© o, L@ [
Ol Odss Vg

“Nor may have secret illicit relations”

(vi); Temporary or short-term Marriage (Mut'ah); some scholars said;
TS ST | sl Lade iy AmSS Ayl Aile @SB 12901 JBy
“aas ‘f\

“Dawudi said that Aishah( R.A) narrated the four types of marriages (that
were practiced in Jahiliyyah ) while other types of marriages (that were
practiced in Jahiliyyah) was not described by her. One was temporary
Marriage (Mut'ah).Temporary or short-term marriage was a common
practice in Jahiliyyah , In the beginning of Islam Mut'ah remained

Permissible,but was finally banned on the day of Khaibar ;

-
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“Narrated 'All bin Abi Talib,On the day (of the battle) of Khaibar, Allah's
Messenger forbade the Mut'a (temporary marriage) (*)”

(vii).Nikahul badl(replacement of wives); Some scholars also mention;

% Abu Muhammad Mahmood bin Ahmad ,Umdatul Qari Sharrah Sahih
Bukhari,VVol:20,P:123,Publisher Dar-e- Ehya Al-Turath, Bairoot
21 Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:4216
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In the era of Jahiliya, Badl(replacement of wives) was another form of
marriage... One man would say to another, "Give up your wife to me, and
| will give up my wife to you (%)”

(viii). Nikaah Ash-Shigaar; Nikaah Ash-Shigaar was another form

marriage; This custom of Ash-Shighar,is also stated in a Hadith;

2

ol )Ub.ﬁ\j
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“Ash-Shighar, which means that somebody marries his daughter to

i 2. 2 gowos . f..0 22 oW s

somebody else, and the latter marries his daughter to the former without

23)

paying Dower (Mahr) (“°)”This form of false marriage was strictly banned

by Islam,Allah’s Messenger said;
«f’.};\"‘ﬁ‘ 3 ylad Y

“There is no Shighar in Islam." (**)

“Except for the marriage of the
Muslims today, all forms of marriages were strictly banned by Islamic
reforms.

(3).Worst restrictions & customs for women and Islamic reforms;
Women had to face many Worst restrictions and customs in the day of
Ignorance. She was considered a bad omen. The Messenger of Allah used

to say;

22 Abu Muhammad Mahmood bin Ahmad ,Umdatul Qari Sharrah Sahih
Bukhari,Vol:20,P:123

2 Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:5112

24 Sahih Muslim Hadith No:1415
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The people of the day of ignorant used to say; indeed there is bad omen in
the woman... (%)

(i).Classification in the matter of food; Women were classified even in
the matter of food according to the self-made law of the
Arabs.Qur’an(e:139) States;

%226 ,;m: AV A T 7R A & S P /”/’ . s '/:;././
P FCCRA SRR IS FV (A SRV S ESA R IRV ICH 1 VU H

133",

Xk
“They say, “Whatever is in the wombs of these cattle is purely for our
males, and forbidden to our wives.”, all of them share in it, if it be born
dead ”’In the matter of food this classification was abolished by Islam.

(i1).The cruel custom of wailing and its negation in Islam; slaping
cheeks, tearing clothes and crying by women when afflicted with a
calamity was a common practice in the days of ignorance. But Islam

strictly banned it. The Holy Prophet said;

- - - -
° -~ s 22 P
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“He is not one of us, who slaps the cheeks, tears the clothes and calls to
the ways and traditions of Jahiliya (*°)”

(iii).Cruel practice of divorce and Islamic reforms; In the day of
jahiliya ,a man could divorce his wife and then take her back ...he could

continue this process endlessly.... this cruel practice was removed by

25 Tafseer Roohul Ma,aani VVol:14,P:187
26 Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:1294
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Islamic reforms with the revelation of the following Verse of the
Qur’an,(2:229)

s Ol i *e
) B &,«-«-’ 9 Jjjaﬁ JWU UJJA
“The divorce is twice, after that, either you retain her 6n reasonable terms

2

d’NaJ\

or release her with kindness. ..

(iv).Practice of Zihaar and Islamic reforms; Zihaar was also a common
practice in the day of ignorance, which involves a man saying to his wife,
You are like the back of my mother which means that, as with one's
mother, one will certainly not have sex with his wife, so it is a kind of

vow. and was forbidden by Islam Qur’an(ss: 2-4) states:
9/”: “ @ @ 2 o7 ’;/’ ﬁ

Those of you who declare Zihar against their wives, they are not their
mothers. Their mothers are none else but those who gave birth to them.
Undoubtedly they utter an evil word and a lie; and Allah is surely Most-
Forgiving, Very-Merciful. Those who declare Zihar against their wives,
then retract what they said, obligated on them is to free the neck (of a
slave) before the two (spouses) touch one another. This is what you are
advised, and Allah is well aware of what you do. But whoever does not
find (a slave) has too fast for two consecutive months before the two
(spouses) touch one another.Then the one who isnot able to do so has to
feed sixty indigent Persons. This is (laid down) so that you believe in
Allah and His Messenger. ....”

(4).Punishment for those who accuse the chaste women or rode them;
Islam prescribed the punishment for Safeguarding the honour and dignity
of the women that can be judged by the following argues; Qur’an (24:)

prescribed the Law of Qazf;
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“Those who accuse the chaste women (of fornication), but they do not
produce four witnesses, flog them with eighty stripes ”In the reign of
Umar (R.A) a Muslim lady was riding on a donkey in Syria. A Jew pushed
her and she fell off and the Jew rode her. When Umar (R.A) came to know
at this;

rd
Te. s A 5.2 (%
CJ«Z:LS:,@JLJ).’.&)AL

Umar issued orders for crucifying the Jew (27).” One reason of the battle
of Banu Qainugaa was that a woman was rode by a Jew ...
(5).Preservation of the woman life during war; during war, Killing of
the women was also a common practice in the pre-Islamic world. While in
the sight of Islam killing of the women is strictly prohibited. During the
Battle of Uhud Abu-Dujana rushed to kill a person who was inciting the
enemy to fight the Muslims. Abu Dujana raising a sword over the parting
part of person’s head when he came to know that this person was a woman.
He spared her saying:

sl dasaeab Lo gy caza oSG
“'T respect the Prophet 's sword too much to use it on a woman (28)” Once
on seeing the corpse of a woman in a battlefield, in anger, the Prophet
(SAW) he stated that; Woman was not a combatant, (why had she been
killed?)

27 Abu Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam, Kitab al-amwal, Vol:1,P:235 #:486
28 Ibn Hisham Al-Seerah Al-Nabawiya Vol:2,P:69
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'This (woman) was not one of those who were fighting (**)” He (PBUH)

banned this practice;
«Selen s ee dasaeab Lo ahi s A5y

“So Allah's Messenger forbade the killing of women... %
(6).Disposing of daughters by killing and Islamic reforms:

Women were regarded as an embodiment of evil, disgrace and
wickedness. For this cause, the merciless custom of disposing of daughters
by killing them had become common. Due to the birth of a daughter, a

father became upset; Qur’an(16:58-59) States;
- |
" /25 -1 ry ,:’/ P Cponle P VERs > LGy s &f}’ :)’9///2;: -
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“And when the news of (the birth of) a female (child) is brought to any of
them, his face becomes dark, and he is filled with inward grief” “He hides
himself from the people because of the evil of that whereof he has been
informed. Shall he keep her with dishonour or bury her in the earth? “’In
order to avoid the disgrace, Arabs killed their daughters. At the time of

childbirth a pit was kept dug out ready...
” o] Gl ey pdsogs

“If a girl was born, she (mother of girl) was immediately cast this girl into

ditch for burying alive) (3*)”. And if sometimes the mother or the people of

2% Sunan Ibn Maja Hadith No:2842
% sahih Bukhari Hadith No:3015
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the family disapproved of it, then after some months or years she
(daughter) was buried alive in a ditch by her father. Once a person
(Wazeen) mentioned this cruel practice in the presence of Allah’s
Messenger;

/é /u
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“When we were in the day of Ignorance, We used to worship the Idols and
kill children (3)” On the day of Judgment, the innocent infant would be

asked, about this cruel. Qur’an(s1:8-9) states;

by w
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“And when the female (infant) buried alive shall be questioned”. Islam
strictly banned this cruel practice. In Quran (0:12) Allah Almighty

commanded;

n/;/// ”

'ﬂ;?&)&?)'ﬂ:
“And they will not kill their children” The Messenger of Allah said;
“olislss S as 1)

“Allah has forbidden for you... and to bury your daughters alive
(**y"Allah’s Messenger said;

I 30 1 /&/ /’
BRI

81 Muhammad Bin Muhammad Bin Ali, Kitabul Arbaeen Fi Irshad-us-
Saereen Ela Manazilil Mutageen,Vol:1,P:219

%2 Sunan Darmi,Hadith No:2

% Sahih Bukhari,Hadith No:2408
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“The woman (Nurse) who buries her infant daughter alive, and the(Mother
of) girl who is buried alive, both(Nurse and Mother) are in the

Fire(®)”According to tafseer Mazhary;
“Uoslal 10V Eovod] ek Ys oV e85 55l s A\ 25051,

“Wa,ida means; woman(Nurse) who buries infant girl and Walmau’odato
means; infant mother on which behalf infant girl was buried alive, except

this, the interpretation of that Hadith is impossible ” Islamic scholars say;

“ oo il JB A iR S 511"
“Al-waad (Burying alive infants or killing them) is a major sin and a
heinous brutality (**)” Islam told his followers that the birth of a daughters
did not bring any shame; educating her and bringing her up was a means
of salvation, that can be judged in the following Ahadith;

Bl W8S 030 s a5 cEnlins (a5 agle moad ol S5 W 66 ¢ 0’

“'Whoever has three daughters and is patient towards them, and feeds
them, gives them to drink, and clothes them from his wealth; they will be a

shield for him from the Fire on the Day of Resurrection (36)”.

% Sunan Abu Dawud Hadith No:4717

% Tafseer Mazharee,Vol:10 ,P:206 , Publisher Maktabah Rasheediyah
Pakistan,1412 A.H

% Sunan Ibn-e-Majah,Hadith No: 3669
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“Whoever has three daughters, or three sisters, or two daughters, or two
sisters and he keeps good company with them and fears Allah regarding

them then Paradise is for him(37)”

577>
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“The one who has a daughter born to him and he does not bury her alive,
nor keeps her in disgrace, nor prefers his son to her, Allah will admit him

to Paradise (*%)”.

“ There 1s no man whose two daughters reach the age of puberty and he
treats them kindly for the time that they are together, but they will gain

him admittance to Paradise(*)”.
% - ’/’ 4 1 /’/f Z5% v e 5 ~> <
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“The person who is put to a test because of the birth of the daughters and
then he treats them generously, they will become a means of rescue for

him from Hell(*)”.

37 Sunan Tirmizi Hadith No:1916
38 Sunan Abu Dawud,Hadith No:5146
% Sunan Ibn Maja Hadith No:3670
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“The Prophet said: "Shall I not tell you of the best charity? A daughter
who comes back to you and has no other breadwinner apart from you (*)”.
Thus Islam removed this cruel practice

(7).Marrying with nearest relatives and having many wives and
Islamic reforms;

In the beginning of Islam, marrying with own sisters was tradition in
Indian society .The Rajahs of Sindh set the example of marrying their own
sisters(*?).In Persia the Marital arrangements with nearest relatives such as
sister, mother and daughter... were not illegal or objectionable. That is
why Yezdegerd |1, who reigned during the middle of the fifth century CE,
married his own daughter (though that was no crime in the opinion of the
Zoroastrians who considered such marriages positively meritorious) and
afterwards killed her and Bahram Chobin in the sixth century had marital
relations with his sister(**)”. According to Hadrat 'Ali, marriage with the
nearest relative among the fire worshipers had begun in Persia... to be
married to two sisters and to have many wives at the same time was
permissible in Arabia”. Some Arabs (i.e fire worshipers) get married with

daughter like The Chief of Tameem Tribe; Zurarah bin tamimee;

«
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%0 Sahih Bukhari Hadith No: 5995

*! Sunan Ibn-e-Majah,Hadith No:3667

%2 Akbar Shah Najeeb, Abadi Tareekh-E-Islam,Vol:1,P:67

* Henry Smith Williams, LL.D. The Historians' History of the world,
Vol:8 ,P:84/1bn-e- Jareer , Ta'rikh al-rusul wa'l
muluk,Vol:5’p:308(English Edition)
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“He had married with his own daughter and shamed after marrying
(44)”Islam came and removed such practices.

(8). Right of Seeking knowledge; Woman was not entitled to receive
education, nor training in culture. In Hinduism, the woman stood debarred
from being educated in the Vedas. The slogan of women’s education is
raised by the Islam. According to Islam, it is obligatory for every Muslim
woman and man to acquire knowledge without any distinction between

man and woman. Islam does not stand in her way. Allah’s Messenger said;

"Seeking knowledge is a duty upon every Muslim man and Muslim
Woman (*)"The Holy Prophet had enjoined the Muslims to educate their
slave-girls, too. A Tradition says:

£l I
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"If a person has a slave-girl, then he educates her liberally and trains her in
the best manner and culture, then sets her free and marries her, he has a
double reward (from his Lord)(*®)"

(9).Worst restrictions during the menses and Islamic reforms; the
woman was practically made untouchables during the menses in homes

“The Jews considered the women utterly unclean during the menses. They

“ Abu  Muhammad Abdullah Bin Muslim Bin Qutaibah,Al-
Ma’arif,Vol:1,P:621 ,Eddition;2™ year;1992

* Muhammad bin Al-Farra, Tafseer Al-Baghvi, Vol:2,P:405, #:1142

%® Sahih Bukhari Hadith No: 5083
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would not take the meals cooked by them nor drink water touched by their
hands nor even sit on the same carpet with them. In short, the women were
practically made untouchables in their homes. As the Ansar had also
adopted the same customs when the Holy Prophet migrated to Madinah,
they asked him about the monthly course. The Holy Prophet instructed that
during the monthly course only cohabitation was prohibited and all other

relations with the women would remain the same as before ...
XA TVEREN RN ATRIN T HEAI (5O RS

“When one of their Womenfolk menstruated, the Jews would not eat or
drink with them, or mix with them in their houses”.The Companions asked
the Prophet(PBUH) about that;

515 eyl G Ebyialsds Gt LEDT 0, K18 0 s alle abt S bl Oyl 5 L,
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“So the Messenger of Allah commanded them to eat and drink with them
menstruating women) and to mix with them in their houses, and to do
everything with them except intercourse (*')”
(10).Worthless customs for women during waiting period and Islamic
reforms;

Once the Holy Prophet described the worthless custom of women during

the waiting period;

47 Sunan Nasai Hadith No:369
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“Previously, when one of you was bereaved of her husband she would stay
in her dirty clothes in a bad unhealthy house (for one year), and when a
dog passed by, she would throw a globe of dung. No, (She should observe
the prescribed period ‘Iddah) for four months and ten days (*3)”

U3l o1 Je gl s sl 365102 26 58

“(The Holy Prophet said); In the Pre-Islamic Period of Ignorance a widow

among you should throw a globe of dung when one year has elapsed”
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“Humaid said: | said to Zainab, "What does throwing a globe of dung
when one year had elapsed mean?" Zainab said, "When a lady was
bereaved of her husband, she would live in a wretched small room and put
on the worst clothes she had and would not touch any scent till one year
had elapsed. Then she would bring an animal, e.g. a donkey, a sheep or a
bird and rub her skin (body) against it. The animal against which she

8 Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:5706
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would rub her skin (body) would scarcely survive. Only then she would
come out of her room, whereupon she would be giver a globe of dung
which she would throw away and then she would use whatsoever the spent
she liked or the other (**)” “During this period, the widow wears modest
clothes, and does not wear the sort of make-up that encourages suitors to
propose marriage to her. Once the waiting period is over, no one, from
either her family or that of her deceased husband, has the right to dictate to
her what to do with her life. She is totally free to decide for herself within
the established traditions and teachings of Islam. She is free to wear all the
adornments permitted for Muslim women, to receive marriage proposals,
and to give her consent to marrying anyone she chooses, unimpeded by
any antiquated or unreasonable traditions or customs. She has only God to
please and fear...

(11). Permission to go out from houses for genuine needs;

in really necessary cases, for genuine needs, women have been permitted

by Islam to go out. The Holy Prophet has told women:

k) L2 S,
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“Allah has permitted you to go out of your houses for genuine needs (*°)”

(12)Entertaining and Humorous ;(i); Hazrat A'ishah states:On the day of
"Eid some Ethiopians were playing with shields and spears.Allah’s

Messenger had shown me this performance:
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49 Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:5336 & Hadith No:5337
% 3ahih Bukhari Hadith No:5237
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When, | got tired. The Prophet asked me, "Are you satisfied (Is that
sufficient for you)?" I replied in the affirmative and he(PBUH) told me to
leave (51).The holy prophet used to invite Ansar girls for playing with
Hazrat 'A'ishah.(if) Once two small girls were singing in the house of
Prophet(PBUH). Abu Bakr came and protestingly said, "Musical
instruments of Satan in the house of Allah's Messenger!" on the ‘Eid day

and Allah's Messenger said,;
’ e z ol % > /? P
NSRS 5 SO W]

"O Abu Bakr! There is an ‘Eid (festival) for every nation and this is our
'Eid (festival) (°*) ." (iii)'Aishah,said that she was with the Prophet on a
journey, she said:

3201 eyl 1 i sl sl Ea W6 s, Jedii 3Ll

"And | raced with him on foot, and I beat him. When | gained weight, |
(again) raced him, and he beat me. He said: ‘This (win) is for that race (*3).
(iv)" “Once an old lady wished the Holy Prophet to pray for her entrance in
Heaven. The Holy Prophet responded:
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“No old lady will go in Heaven...for Allah says,We shall create them anew and
make them Virgins (**)”

>! Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:950

°2 Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:952

%3 Sunan abu Dawud Hadith No:2578

% Tafseer Ibn Kaseer Vol:7,P:532/ Qur’an 56:35-36
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(13).Conjugal rights; Women were deprived from Conjugal rights.
Having sex relations with the women was not permissible in Buddhism.
According to Judaism and Christianity, women were considered as the
sources of all evils. Monasticism practically forbade married life and
ruthlessly discarded the institution of marriage. Islam discourages the life
of celibacy. For the commencement of conjugal life, the affluent members
of society are instructed by Islam to arrange the marriage of the

spouseless. Qur’an (24:32) states;
SCOPR ARV Y E G

“Arrange the marriage of the spouseless among you, and the capable from
among your bondmen and bondwomen “In Christian Monasticism
practically forbade married life... celibacy is the highest moral virtue, and
chastity meant that one should strictly abstain from sexual relation even if
it was between husband and wife. Buddhism did not recognize salvation
for the one having sex relations with the woman.... In the reign of
prophet-hood there were some Companions, who had developed such

tendencies, but;
a/m o ﬁ// 3// & [ PNV /ﬁ;
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“The Messenger of Allah forbade celibacy(*®)” “The Messenger of Allah
said: “When someone whose religion and character you are pleased with

proposes to (someone under the care) of one of you, then marry to him.
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% An-Nassai,Sunan An-Nasai, Hadith No: 3213
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If you do not do so, then there will be chaos (Fitnah) in the land and

abounding discord (Fasad) (*°y.When Akkaf bin Wadaa Al Hilali didn’t

get marry without any excuse...Allah’s Messenger said;

-

1515 G 108 Al ) e 66 & e i 01 e 35 S35

K K315

“So you are from the brothers of the Satan’s, either you are from the

monks of the Christians the most bad from you are those who adopt

celibacy and died off in celibacy condition(*”)”.“A group of Companions

of the Prophet asked the wives of the Prophet about what he did in private;
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“One of them said: I will not marry women ... Allah’s Messenger came

to know and said;

wm\ 255 ‘,u\j a5y cably ‘;La\ sﬁ RCYRRCEPIE g\,.éf Ju >
“What is the matter with people who say such and such? | pray and | sleep,
| fast and | break the fast, and | marry women. Whoever turns away from

my Sunnah is not of me (*°)”

* Mohammad 1bn 'Eisa At-Tirmidhi, Jamia At-Trmidhi,Hadith No:1084
> Al-Haismy,Abul Hasan Noor-ud-din Ali Bin Abi Bakar, ,Majma-Uz-
zawaid,Vol:4,P:250,Publisher,Al Qudsi,Al Qahirah, year;1994

*8 Muslim Hadith No:1401
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'‘Uthmaan bin Maz'oon (a certain Companion) is one who had been
abstaining from having conjugal relations (for a long time) with his wife...
(for devoting himself to worship), The Prophet (PBUH) ordered him, "Go
to your wife immediately .... He (Uthmaan bin Maz'oon) replied, O
Prophet of Allanh "I am with fast" The Prophet of Allah ordered again
"Break the fast ( and go to your wife).So he break the fast and came to his
wife (59)”
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A woman came to ‘Umar Ibn-e- Al-Khattab, saying, “O Leader of the
Believers, my husband fasts during the day and stands in prayer during
the night; | dislike complaining about him... the mosque distracts my
companion from my bed; his worship day and night keeps him from my
side and allows him no rest; so | cannot praise him concerning the
affairs of women...on the behalf of ‘Umar(R.A)...Ka’b Ibn-e- Sur al-
Azdi decided and said to her husband,you have three days and their nights
in which to worship your Lord and she will have a day and a night
(60)”“When Abou Obeidah sent to Omar news of his capture of Antioch,
Omar gently up-braided him that he had not let the troops have the

% Tafsir Ibn e Kaseer ,Vol:3,P:172
% Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad ,Tafsir Al-Qurtubi Vol:5,P:19 Darul
kutub Al Misriyyah Al-Qahirah Edition 2 1964
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women."If they want to marry in Syria, let them;and let them have as
many female slaves as they have occasion for (°*)”

(14).Freedom in the choice of husband; the women have been granted
full freedom in the choice of their husbands. Nobody has got the right to
give their away in marriage without their wish and consent. And if a
woman marries a Muslim by her free choice, nobody can stop her from

doing so.

“A matron should not be given in marriage until she is consulted, and a
virgin should not be given in marriage until her permission is sought (°%)”
(15).Right of khula; Woman was deprived from the right to obtain
separation (khula’) from her cruel and impotent husband.While Islam has
given right to obtain separation (khula) from a cruel and impotent
husband.Qur’an(2:229) states;
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“There is no sin on them in what she gives up to secure her release”

(16).Right to remarry; Divorced and widowed women were not allowed
to remarry. So in Indian society,upon the death of husband a widow would
often commit sitttee (suicide). Women would burn themselves to death..
This practice had become common in India. Thus, on the death of their

husbands women were condemned to a state of eternal misery. They lived

%1 John William Draper,A History of the Conflict Between Religion And
Science.p: 100
®2.Sunan Tirmidhi Hadith No:1107
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as slave-maids of the brothers of their husbands or their other young. In

Arabia before the advent of Islam;
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“Narrated Ibn Abbas that: in the days of Jahiliya when a husband of a

woman died a man who put the clothe on her had more right to her

(**)"But Islam strictly banned it; Qur’an (4:19)states;

s

G5 ;I:;m,ﬁ;@rbf)ww &I

“O you who believe, it is not lawful for you that you should forcibly take
women as inheritance” The orphan girls were in more Miserable situation

in the day of ignorance;
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ers
“During the time of Jahiliyyah, the caretaker of a female orphan would
cover her with his rope, and when he did that, no man would marry her. If
she was beautiful and he desired to marry her, he married her and took
control of her wealth. If she was not beautiful, he did not allow her to
marry until she died, and when she died he inherited her money. Allah

prohibited and out lawed this practice (®)”

63 Tafseer lbn Kaseer Vol:2,P:239
%4 Tafseer Ibn Kaseer Vol:2,P:425
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(17).Economic Rights;In the day of Ignorance women were deprived

from inheritance;

sl Osiyss Y a1 3 15185
An in the day of Ignorance, Women were not allowed to inherit
wealth(®®).The Holy Qur’an narrates this Arabian custom of the pre-

Islamic days in the following words, Qur’an(89:19) states;
143 ‘ ‘ 28

“And you devour the inheritance with a sweeping gulp ” When Aus ibn
Thaabit died his wife came to Allah’s Messenger and said, "O Messenger
of Allah, Aus has died, and has left behind a young son and two daughters.
His two nephews, Suwaid and 'Arfatah, came and seized his entire estate. |
said to them, 'Marry his two daughters," but they refused.” The Messenger

of Allah commanded the two nephews, saying;
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"Do not move (or spend or use) anything at all from the estate of Aus
(°®y”And the following Verse of the Qur’an(4:7) was then revealed:
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“There is a share for men and a share for women from what is left by
parents and those nearest related, whether, the property be small or large a
legal share ” Islam grants the women very extensive rights of inheritance.

They get their share of inheritance from their fathers, husbands, off springs

% Tafseer Al-Qurtubee,Vol:5,P:46
% Tafseer Qurtubee,Vol:5,P:47
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and other near relatives. Besides, they are entitled to receive nuptial
money from their husbands. All the wealth that they receive is their own
property and they possesses full proprietary rights over it without any right
of interference by their fathers, husbands, or any other relatives. Then, if
they invest their money in business, or earn with their own hands, they are
the owner of the fruits of their labour.

(18).Right of dower;

In pre-Islam Arabia, the payment of dower was not given to her.
Sometimes, the dower was taken by the guardians of the girl. To get rid of

this cruel practice, Qur'an(4:4) states:
i @ /v/w i rd
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“Give women their dower in good cheer”.

(19).The rights of the woman over her husband; Prior to Islam, men
would certainly not treat their wives with justice; rather the opposite took
place: they would treat them harshly and usurp all of their rights. Islam
then came and did justice to women; they gained rights that they never
could have previously dreamt of, and their husbands were instructed to
treat them well and with kindness that can be judged in the holy verses and
the Ahadith for instance; Qur’an(2:228) states;
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“And women shall have rights similar to the rights against them... ” Wife

has rights on her husband;Allah’s Messenger said,

B3 de 58
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“And your wife has a right on you (®")” Her husband is responsible for it.A
Hadith states;
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“A husband is a guardian of his family and is responsible for it (**)” “A man
asked the Prophet; “What are the rights of the women over their

husbands?" He (PBUH) said:
"8 31855205 ab 18] gl

"That he (husband) should feed her,as he feeds himself and clothe her as
he clothes himself...(*%)” According to Islamic Law, it is an obligatory to
provide all the expenses and all the basic requirements of the family, by
the husband otherwise his wife can take reasonably money from his
wealth what is sufficient. Once Hind bint 'Utba said to the Prophet “Abu
Sufyén is a miserly man and | need to take some money of his wealth."
The Prophet said,;

5
S5l d Jssekiila s

“Take reasonably what is sufficient for you and your children ("°)”
(20)The Right to Intercede;

Islam honours women and gives them the right to intercede on behalf of
others. For example; Salmah bint Qais applied this right shortly after the
Battle of Banu Quraizah.After the surrender of Banu Quraizah a Jewish

%7 Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:1975

%8 Bukhari Hadith No:2409

% Sunan Ibn Majah Hadith No:1850
70 Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:7180
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man named Rifaa'ah ibn Samaa'al Al-Qurazee asked Salmah to try to get
him asylum.Salmah went to the Prophet and said: “May my mother and
father be sacrificed for you, bestow upon me Rifaa‘ah (i.e., free him for
me), for indeed. He claimed that he would pray and eat from the meat of
camels;

U aagd
The Prophet then freed him (Rifaa'ah) for her (*)”
(21)Dealing with most kindly and honourable manner; Islam instructs
his followers to treat kindly with women. The Messenger of Allah had also
a great love for his daughter Fatimah (R.A). When, Fatimah, came to him

he(PBUH) stood up to receive her.

REPESR A AT AV U PN S
When she(F&timah) entered upon him, he would stand up for her, take her
by the hand, kiss her, and sit her where he was sitting...(72)”.The
Messenger of Allah had also a great love for his foster-sister .For instance

when Shaimaa’, (the foster-sister of the Prophet) was captured....
Sz, \Pris

He (PBUH) spread his own sheet of cloth for her, talked affectionately and
presented her with a few camels and goats, adding that she might go to her
people if she chose or live with him. Family attachment induced her to
prefer home and she was escorted back to her native place with all honour

! 1bn Hishaam ;Seerah An Nabawiya Vol:2,P:244
"2, Sunan Abu Dawud,Hadith No: 5217
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(").0On one occasion the Prophet and Hazrath Safiah fell down from the
camel, People ran for help , the Prophet said that Hazrath Safiah should be
attended first.The instructions to treat kindly with women has been given
in,Qur’an(4:19);

RELERRALEY

“You should live with them in an honourable manner’Same is stated in
Ahadith like as;

. ”;LWJU A

“Deal kindly with women” Who does not deal kindly with women is not
best in the sight of Islam. In the Era of Prophet-hood once seventy women
were beaten by their husbands. These women went to the family of
Muhammad for complaining. The next day Allah’s Messenger said:
;)uw,\u,@%c@,)@gi 13 Sl Gt gas e JLALLIGE 38
“Last night seventy women came to the family of Muhammad, each
woman complaining about her husband. You will not find that those are

74)

the best of you ("*)”Allah’s Messenger said;

mL(.e.;mLua Blolince ;uuf o)

z

“Indeed among the believers with the most complete faith is the one who

is best in conduct, and the most kind to his family ’In the same context

he(PBUH) also said;

3 Abo Jafir Al-Tabri,Muhammad bin Jareer,Ta'rikh al-rusul wa'l muluk
,V:2, P: 80-81
" Sunan Ibn Maja Hadith No:1851 & Hadith No:1985

115



The Scholar Islamic Academic Research Journal
Vol. 7, No. 1 || January —June 2021 || P. 80-118
https://doi.org/10.29370/siarj/issuel2ar5

17 ’Sr‘{,,kj)mﬁr‘{%;:/u

“The best of you is the best to his wives, and | am the best of you to my

wives ("®)”. For kindness dealing with women, He (PBUH) said:
e gudslg Eatin g Eatiis o g g2l el B

“The woman is like a rib; if you try to straighten her, you will break her.
So if you want to get benefit from her, do so while she still has some
crookedness (“®).” He (PBUH) also said;

“Fear Allah with regard to women ('')”

(22). Woman as a source of kindness, tranquility and love;

Women are created as the source of tranquility, love and kindness.
Qur’an(30:21) states;

b
AR VLl G Sed Pt ',-‘f ::w
w;;s:,AM&S?ELQQUM

“So that you may find tranquility in them (women), and He has created

love and kindness among you” The Prophet (PBUH) said:
“gelaishadl pe Ll 35 e

“There is no provision in this world better than a righteous wife (®* Allah’s

Messenger said,;

7> Sunan Tirmidhi Hadith No:2612 & Hadith No:3895
’® Sahih Bukhari Hadith No:5184

" Sahih Muslim Hadith No:1218

'8 Sunan Ibn Maja Hadith No:1855
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“The best temporary convenience of this world is a righteous woman” He

(PBUH) also said:

“Angdig Getls”

“In this world, women have been made dear to me ("°)” The Messenger of
Allah had a great love for his spouses and used the same utensil and spot
for drinking and eating with his wives. Aishah (R.A) said: “I would drink
and pass it (utensil) to the Holy Prophet (PBUH);

Spigd Bpoe JosBRaD
And he(PBUH) would put his mouth at the same place where my mouth
had been and drink... The Prophet’s Persian neighbor was expert in
preparing soup .Once he cooked some soup and invited the Prophet to it.
But he refused to accept this invitation because the Prophet’s wife A’ishah
(R.A) was excluded for invitation. But He (PBUH) accepted the invitation,

when both were invited:;
57 5, = P
Ay L;a'\ \.:.51 /LeLu

So they got up and went to his (Persian neighbor) house (for drinking soup) (¢°)

CONCLUSION:
The share of the daughter in inheritance, the freedom of the widows from
the restrictions, and to marry after the expiry of the term, the negation of

7 Sunan Nasai Hadith N0:3232 & Hadith N0:3939
8 sahih Muslim Hadith No:300 & Hadith No:2037
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marriage with step-mother, and with two real sister , eliminating the share
in inheritance of the adopted son and elimination the restriction on the
marriage of divorced wives or widows with adopted fathers, are the
instances of Islamic reforms .In the Islamic society, women attained a high
status by Islamic reforms .Islam has granted the women vast economic and
social rights, elevated their status that cannot be found in any social
system of the world. The effect of these Islamic reforms was that the
women attained such a high status in the Islamic society that it has no
example in history. Indeed, the Muslim women have the right to attain the
highest place of integrity, materially, spiritually, and intellectually. Her
sex is not barrier in her way. Utter equality has been established between
the men and the women in the civil and penal laws. In the protection of
reputation, property, life and, honour, Islamic law does not recognise any
distinction between woman and man. Islam taught the world that women
are as much a human beings as men. In some cases woman is more entitled
to be treated with the best companionship, for instance a man said to
Allah's Messenger three times, Who is more entitled to be treated with the
best companionship by me?"; The Prophet(PBUH) said three times,;
“Your mother." The man asked (for the fourth time), "Who is next?" The
Prophet said, "Your father”. In short, Women were raised from disgrace to
the place of dignity by Islam .Women attained all their rights that they not

ever could have previously visualized.
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