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SIGNIFICANCE OF CORANICA AMONG THE WESTERN QURANIC
PROJECTS: AN ANALYTICAL STUDY

Muhammad Samiullah

ABSTRACT:

To date, knowledge of the textual history of the Qur'an has relied primarily on
the Arabo-Islamic tradition. The study of material evidence, which should
contribute to understanding the historical development of the canonization of
the text, form the first part of the Coranica project. The Coranica project gives
priority to an empirical approach, contributing to the history of the Qur'anic text
based primarily on material evidence, distributed chronologically, and less on the
data of the Arabo-Islamic tradition. As part of its empirical approach, Coranica
aims to take into account current developments and the latest discoveries. These
include continuing and amplifying the research on older written witnesses of the
Qur'an, a field of study that lay dormant until the 1980s and was revived by the
discoveries of Sanaa, and other well-known collections, such as those of St.
Petersburg or Istanbul. Coranica provides a platform for cooperation between
those in the fields of antiquity and Islamic studies. The project brings together
researchers from various disciplines from Germany, France, England, Austria and
Italy. Coranica began in 2011 and is directed by Christian Robin and Frangois
Deroche (AIBL, Paris) and Michael Marx and Angelika Neuwirth (BBAW, Berlin).
In this paper, the introduction and the details of the project are given for the

urdu-natives with critical analysis of the project components theoretically.

KEYWORDS: Coranica, Quranic text, Christian Robin, Carbonization of
Quran, Quran manuscripts.
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TABLE 6.2 Fourteen carbon-dated manuscripts, listed according to the calculated time span
in increasing chronological order

No. Collection Manuscript Radivactive carbon Time span to Script
age in BP (= years which the car- (Déroche
before 1950) bon was dated 1983)

ince
1 Birmingham® 15728 [1456, 21], fol.1 or REB—645 higase
(Oxford labo- fol.7
ratory)

2 Sanaa DAM 01-271 1440, 16 (fol. 2), 1404, GOE—G40 hugazr
16 {fol. 1), 1439, 16
(fol.13)

3 Berlin ms. or. fol. 433 1422, 1g {fol. 2) Go6—6rz2 fulgase i
1424, 190 (fol. 5)

4 Sanaa DA M O1-2G.1 1378, 16 (fol. 7/8) 633665 higase
1400, 16 (fol. 13)

5 Tubingen Ma viiEg 1357, 24 (fol. 23), 1388, 640675 kaft B 1a
24 (fol. 28), 19, 24
(fol. 37}

& Leiden Cod. or. 14.545a 1335, 24 (fol. 4) Gr2—phg kaft B 1b
1322, 24 (fol. 2/3)

7 Leiden Cod. or. 14.5458b 1327, 24 (fol. 1) 6r2—763 kaft B 1a

Cod. or. 14.545¢ 1331, 24 (fol. 1)
3 Leiden Or. 8264 (papyrus) 1324, 24 6L3-766 close to
kaff B 11

Q9 Berlin We. 111013 1300, 27 (fol. 21), 13, GEI_TEL kaft B 1a
1g (fol. 104), 1305, 10
(fol.151)

10 Berlin We. 11 1910 1288, 19 (fol. 12) 670-760 KadfT C 1

n Leiden Or. 6814 1247, 24 (fol. ) 680—708 kaff B 11
1256, 24 (fol. 28)

1z Stuttgart Sig. isl. 18 1233, 21 (fol. 1) 60877 kaft B b

13 Munich Cod. arab. 256g 1227, 21 (fragment 1) 720880 kaff D v
121, 24 (fragment =)

14 Munich Cod. arab. 2817 1210, 2a (fol. g) 725—BE6 kaff D v
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