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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE SUBCONTINENTS’ SUFIS
EFFORTS FOR ETHICS AND SOCIAL REFORMS

Umme Salma, Aisha Qayyum

ABSTRACT:

Sufism means purity and” Suf” is the name of purity of heart and action,
which civilizes his conduct and affairs and becomes clean from the
calamities of nature, and in reality, a Sufi is one whose heart is free from
filth. Self-purification is a very important factor if a person wants to live
peacefully and according to the wishes of Allah Almighty. Therefore, in
every period of history. A large number of people were impressed by the
simple teachings, lofty character, and fair treatment of the Sufis and
entered the fold of Islam and contribution towards the spread of Islam in
the sub-continent. The message of Islam was spread across the length and
breadth of the sub-continent by the Islamic mystics. All work of educating
people in the simple and direct message of Islam was done by Sufis like Ali
Hajvery of Lahore, Khawaja Moinuddin of Ajmer, Khwaja Bakhtiyar Kaki,
Baba Farid of Pakpattan, Sheikh Bahaudin Zakriya of Multan, Makhdoom
Jahania Jhangasgt of Bahawalpur, Sheikh Nazimudin of Delhi etc. Sufis
taught clear faith to the people around them. They did their best for
inculcating the concept of the mercy of God in human hearts and
eventually purifying spiritual and moral behaviors. The pleasures of honest
dealing, sympathizing with fellow beings, and striving to obtain the
nearness of God. Understanding the power of prayer and the beauties of

faith, and ultimately fulfilling the duties and responsibilities.
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! Al-Qashiri, Abu Al-Qasim Abdul Karim bin Huzan, Al-Rasala Al-Qashiriyyah,
Tahqiq Abdul Hakim Muhammad, Mahmoud Al-Sharif, Antarat Bidar, Iran 1147
AH, p. 399

2 Zakariya, Abi al-Husayn Ahmad bin Faris, Mugabis al-Lughta, Dar Ahya al-
Tarsh al-Arabiya, Beirut, Liban, S, N, p. 557
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:The Dictionary of the sufis

Some say, the sufis were only named sufis because of the
purity (safa) of their heart Sufis the cleanliness Sufisheir
act. 4
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In Oxford Advance Learner, s Dictionary:

Mystic; a person who tries to become united with God
through prayer and meditation and so understand important
things that are beyond normal human

% Al Baroni Abu Rehan ,Kitab Al-Hind,Al Fsail Nashran Watjran
Kutab,Lahore, 1994, p. 22

* Arbery, A. J., The Dictionary of the Sufis, Cambridge University Press, New
York, p:5
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understanding.Mysticism; the belief that Knowledge of
God and of real through reason and the senc.’
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szt Islamic Sufiism” ' Q;Ul,?loLﬁJ‘ JBis -
Tasawwuf consists of two duties action which consists in

conforming to the line of Shariat or the cannons of Islam,
and then thinking and feeling (Tariqgat). ©
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"When Hujwairi died around the year 1072A.D, his tomb
became a place of spiritual centre of the Punjab. Even
more, it was considered to be the gateway to India for the
all the enters tics who, coming from Iran and Turkestan,

°In Oxford Advance Learner, s Dictionary -

® Shah, Sardar Igbal Ali, Islamic Sufism,Ali Shah publishers , p20
"Abdul Qadir Jilani, Sheikh, Ghaniyatul Talibeen, Trjma ,S hams Siddiqu
Barelvi, Progressive Books Urdu Bazar Lahore, p. 651

8Hajveri,Ali, Kashf al-Mahjub, Tarjma, Tufail Muhamma,Islamic
Publication,Lahore,2002 p. 90
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entered the plains of Northwestern India to continue their
way into farther and farther areas with aim of spreading
basic, simple teachings of mystically tinged Islam; love of
God, love of the Propheti, and the love of one's fellow
beings. Thus Khwaja Mu'inuddin Chishti, who arrived in
the subcontinent about one century after Hujwairi's death,
first paid a visit to his shrine in Lahore, seeking permission
from saint's spirit to proceed further into Rajasthan, a
province just conquered by the Muslims. He settled in
Ajmer and Chishti Order which he Romanianize was to
become the most successful mystical fraternity in India ".°
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® Annemarie Schimmel, Poetic Vision of Lahore, Sang-e-Meel Publications,
2003, p:89

10 Aminu din Ahmmad Dahlavi, Tazkirah Ali Hajwayri,Shay Adab,Lahore,1961

p. 11,12
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