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THE EFFORTS OF ABU TAHIR AL-SARAKUSTI IN THE
SCIENCES OF QURANIC RECITATIONS: NARRATION AND

EXPERTISE

Israa Mahmood Eid

ABSTRACT:

This research aims to shed light on the life and contributions of Sheikh Abu
al-Tahir Isma'il ibn Khalaf ibn Sa'id al-Sarraqusti al-Andalusi (d. 455/1063)
in the field of Qur'anic readings. Despite his significant influence,
biographical accounts have lacked detailed information about him.
Employing an inductive approach, the study examines biographical sources
discussing his life and scholarly endeavors. He lived during a flourishing
period of Qur'anic studies in the fifth century Hijri, traveling from
Andalusia to Egypt to pursue knowledge and becoming proficient in the
seven canonical readings. Notably, he authored valuable works such as
"I'rab al-Qur'an" and "Al-lkhtifa' fi al-Qira'at al-Sab'', which simplified and
elaborated on the science of Qur'anic readings, making it accessible for
both beginners and advanced scholars. His works became fundamental
texts in Egypt and beyond, guiding scholars and students alike for
centuries. Overall, this research illuminates the significant role Sheikh Abu
al-Tahir played in advancing the study and practice of Qur'anic readings
during his lifetime and beyond.

KEYWORDS: Readings, Narration, Awareness, Abu Tahir Al-Sarqusti,
Written Compositions.
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'Ahmad ibn Muhammad Ibn Khallikan, wafayat al-a‘yan w’nba’ abna’ al-
Zaman, tahqiq: lhsan ‘Abbas (Bayrut: Dar sadir, 1994), 1/233.

2 Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Dhahabi, ma‘rifat al-qurra’ al-kibar ‘ala al-
Tabagat wal’‘sar, (Bayrut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyah, 1997), 236.
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37 \bn al-Jazari, Ghayat al-nihayah, 1/565.
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39 Muhammad Muhammad Muhaysin, Mu‘jam huffaz al-Qur’an ‘abra al-
tarikh, (Bayrut: Dar al-Jil, 1992), 2/94.

40 31-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 30/377.

41 Muhammad ibn Rizq al-Tarhuni, al-tafsir wa-al-mufassirun fi Gharb
Afrigiya, (al-Sa‘udiyah: Dar Ibn al-Jawzi lil-Nashr, 1426), 1/391.

42 Abu Tahir Isma‘il ibn Khalaf, al-Iktifa’ fi al-gira’at al-sab’ al-mashhurah,
tahgig: Hatim al-Damin (Dimashq: Dar Ninawa, 2005), 18.
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Ibrahim ibn Sulayman Al Huwaymil, Tagwim Ta‘lim hifz al-Qur’an al-
Karim, (al-Madinah al-Munawwarah: Majma‘ al-Malik Fahd li-Tiba‘at al-
Mushaf al-Sharif, n. d.), 21.

4> al-Dhahabi, ma‘rifat al-qurra’ al-kibar, 236. Muhaysin, Mu‘jam huffaz
al-Qur’an, 2/95.

46 al-Magqrizi, al-Mugqaffd al-kabir, 3/12.

47 Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani Ibn Nugqtah, Takmilat al-lkmal, tahqiq:
‘Abd al-Qayyum ‘Abd Rabb al-Nabi, (al-Sa‘udiyah: Jami‘at Umm al-Qura3,
1418), 4/568.

48 Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Marrakushi, al-Dhay! waltkmlh Iktaby
almwswl wa-al-silah, (Tunis: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 2012), 3/103.
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49 |bn Bashkuwal, al-silah, 106.

>0 |bn Bashkuwal, al-silah, 132.

>1|bn Bashkuwal, al-silah, 100.

>2 Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Marrakushi, al-safar al-khamis min
Kitab al-Dhayl waltkmlh Iktaby almwswl! wa-al-silah, tahgiqg: Ihsan ‘Abbas,
(Bayrut: Dar al-Thaqafah, 1965), 2/446-447.

>3 Muhaysin, Mu‘jam huffaz al-Qur’an, 2/95.
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>4 |bn al-Jazari, Ghayat al-nihayah, 1/164.

>> Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Jazari, al-Nashr fi al-gira’at al-‘ashr,
tahgig: ‘Ali Muhammad al-Dabba‘ (Bayrut: al-Matba‘ah al-Tijariyah al-
Kubrd, n.d.), 1/11.
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56 Mahmud ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Alusi, Ruh al-ma‘ani fi tafsir al-Qur’an al-
‘Azim wa-al-Sab’ al-mathani, tahgiq: ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Bari (Bayrut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘limiyah, 1415), 1/6. wad)l ddas- §
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>7 ‘Abd al-Wahid ibn ‘Ali AbG al-Tayyib al-lughawi, Maratib al-nahwiyin,
tahgig: Muhammad Abu al-Fadl lbrahim, (Bayrut: al-Maktabah al-
‘Asriyah, 1974), 569.

>8 Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mu‘jam al-Udaba’, 2/662.

39 al-zirikli, al-Ilam, 1/313.
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61 https://search.mandumah.com/Record/807916
62 Abu Tahir al-Saraqusti, al-‘Unwan, 39.
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63 Abu Tahir al-Saraqusti, al-Iktifa’ fi al-gira’at, 16.
64 Al'dnh wy, Tabagat al-mufassirin, 122.
65 Abu Tahir al-Saraqusti, al-Iktifa’, 27.
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66 Abu Tahir al-Saraqusti, al-Iktifa’, 36, 37.

67 1sma‘il ibn Khalaf al-Saraqusti, al-Iktifa’ fi al-gira’at al-sab“ al-
mashhurah, tahqiq: Hatim Salih al-Damin, (Dimashq: Dar Ninawad, 2005),
8.

68 Markaz al-Malik Faysal, Khizanat al-Turath-Fihris makhtutat, (al-
Sa‘udiyah: Markaz al-Malik Faysal, n. d.), 96/168, n.: (96514).

69 Markaz al-Malik Faysal, Khizanat al-Turath, 93/524, n:.(93818)
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Ibn al-Jazari, al-Nashr, 2/30.

2 \bn al-Jazari, al-Nashr, 2/51.
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73 Isma‘il ibn Khalaf Abu Tahir al-Saraqusti, al-‘Unwan fi al-gira’at al-sab’,
tahgig: Zuhayr Zahid, Khalil al-‘Atiyah, (Bayrut: ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1405), 56.
74 Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Qastallani, Lata’if al-Isharat li-Funun al-
gira’at, (al-Sa‘udiyah: Wizarat al-Shu’un al-Islamiyah wa-al-Da‘wah wa-al-
Irshad, Majma‘ al-Malik Fahd li-Tiba‘at al-Mushaf al-Sharif, 2013) 1/89.

’> Hazim Sa‘id Haydar, al-Mugawwimat al-shakhsiyah li-mu‘allim al-
Qur’an al-Karim, (al-Madinah al-Munawwarah: Majma‘ al-Malik Fahd li-
Tiba‘at al-Mushaf al-Sharif, n. d.), 8.
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7% |bn al-Jazari, Ghayat al-nihayah, 2/329.
"7 1bn al-Jazari, Ghayat al-nihayah, 3/4.

78 |bn al-Jazari, Ghayat al-nihayah, 1/546.
72 Haijji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1176.

80 3l-Dhahabi, marifat alqura’ al-kibar, 236.
81 A ibn al-Jazari, al-Nashr, 1/41.
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82 A ibn al-Jazari, al-Nashr, 1/66.
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Ibn Khallikan, wafayat al-a‘yan, 1/233. lbn al-:¢e JS USI s 4] s 83

Jazar, Ghayat al-nihayah, 1/164

8 Ahmad Muhammad Muflih al-Qudah wa-akharun, mugaddimat fi ‘ilm
al-gira’at, (‘Amman: Dar ‘Ammar, 2001), 201.
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8 Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Ammar al-Mahdawi, sharh al-Hidayah,
tahgiqg: Hazim Sa‘id Haydar (‘Amman: Dar ‘Ammar, 2007), 22-23.

86 Sulayman ibn Najah al-Andalusi, Mukhtasar al-Tabyin li-hija’ al-tanzil,
(al-Madinah al-Munawwarah: Majma‘“ al-Malik Fahd, 2002), 1/177.

87 Markaz al-Malik Faysal, Khizanat al-Turath, 34/380, n. (32837).
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