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THE THEOLOGICAL AND JURISPRUDENTIAL
PROBLEMATICS OF DESCRIBING GOD ALMIGHTY AS A
“THING”: A CRITICAL ANALYTICAL STUDY

Selim Mahmutoglu
ABSTRACT:

This paper analyzes the theological and juristic controversy of the Islamic
attribution of the term thing (shay) to God. It is not a conflict of scriptural
evidence which makes the controversy, but rather a difference of method
in treating ambiguous and shared terms in the discussion of Godly
attributes. The study examines the linguistic content of shay and its use on
Quran and the Prophetic Sunnah where the word is never used as a name
or attribute of God although it has been used in the general informative
contexts where the absolute power of God is affirmed or the non-
existence of anything other than God is stated. The paper also illustrates
that a fair portion of the conflict between theological schools is
methodological and terminological as opposed to being substantive. The
focus of the discourse here is the distinction of the informative statements
about God (ikhbar) and the names and attributes of God (asma wa-sifat).
On the basis of this difference, accepted by most of the Ahl al-Sunnah
scholars, the paper finds that it is not permissible to attribute shay to God
as a name or quality, but rather acceptable to make the qualified use of
shay as an informative expression provided that it carries a sound meaning

that is in harmony with the divine transcendence.
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! Ibn Faris, Ahmad b. Faris. Maqgayis al-Lughah (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, n.d.), s.v.
shay, 3:226.

2 lbn Manzur, Muhammad b. Makram. Lisan al-Arab (Beirut: Dar Sadir, n.d.),
s.v. shay, 8:189.

3 al-Raghib al-Isfahani, al-Husayn b. Muhammad. Mufradat Alfaz al-Quran
(Damascus: Dar al-Qalam, 1412 AH), 268.
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4 al-Jawhari, Ismail b. Hammad. a/-Sihah (Beirut: Dar al-lim li-I-Malayin, 1407

AH), 1:87.

> al-Amidi, Sayf al-Din. Abkar al-Afkar (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub, n.d.), 1:152.
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® al-Tabari, Muhammad b. Jarir. Jami al-Bayan (Beirut: Dar Hajar, 1412 AH),
24:65

7 al-Qurtubi, Muhammad b. Ahmad. al-Jami li-Ahkam al-Quran (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-llmiyyah, 1405 AH), 15:268.
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8 al-Razi, Fakhr al-Din. Mafatih al-Ghayb (Beirut: Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi,
1420 AH), 27:201.

° Ibn Kathir, Ismail b. Umar. Tafsir al-Quran al-Azim (Cairo: Dar Tayyibah, 1420
AH), 3:247.

10 al-Alusi, Mahmud. Ruh al-Maani (Beirut: Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi, n.d.),
7:35.
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11 Aldoori, Ayman.J.M. (2021 International Social Mentality and Researcher,
Freedom from Sunnah Aspect "Expression of Opinion as a Model" Thinkers
Journal, (Issn:2630-631X) 7(43): 817.

12 3]-Bukhari, Muhammad b. Ismail Abu Abd Allah al-Jufi .Sahih al-Bukhari -Ed.

47



THE SCHOLAR-ISLAMIC ACADEMIC RESEARCH JOURNAL
Vol. 11, No. 2 | | July-December -2025] | P. 36-79
https://doi.org/10.29370/siarj/issue21arabic2

G gl 4y dyf ple L e A1 ol JU

D NIOb G dndl g 100

) (6 g e AL sl s 50l JB

Jlaina1 ey V) G Y o sl 355 oI A1 BN s ol J
Ml e

:oimww

ol e 20l il it o

ool Ol ol &5 3 Laalll danzil

eas Y dege i1 0T 0S5, L

Ol e e ple Badd o a0l Gl o e (o o201) o) OF G Lo e
s s Loy (Gaas N G3) d L il e 6310) 8 IS
Loon Lo g coliall s slow¥l Ols SN O G AN Jardy Ja5 e

Muhammad Zuhayr b. Nasir al-Nasir (Beirut: Dar Tuq al-Najah, 1422 AH) ,Kitab
Bad al-Khalg ,Bab :Ma Ja fi Qawl Allah Taala: “Wa Huwa alladhi Yabda al-Khalg
Thumma Yuiduhu wa Huwa Ahwanu Alayh , "no. 3191.

13 Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, Ahmad b. Ali. Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari
(Beirut: Dar al-Marifah, 1379 AH), 6:289.

14 al-Nawawi, Yahya b. Sharaf. Sharh Sahih Muslim (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath
al-Arabi, 1392 AH), 17:34.

15 Ibn Taymiyyah, Ahmad b. Abd al-Halim. Majmu al-Fatawa (Riyadh: Majma al-
Malik Fahd, 1416 AH), 6:142.
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16 al-Qadi Abd al-Jabbar, Abd al-Jabbar b. Ahmad. Sharh al-Usul al-Khamsah
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