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THE METHODOLOGIES OF ISHARI TA’WIL IN AL-‘ALAWT'’S
QUR’ANIC COMMENTARY AL-BAHR AL-MASJUR

Yamina Abdali, Muhammed Nur Kaplan

ABSTRACT:
This study explores the ishari method in al-Bahr al-Masjar fi Tafsir al-

Qur’an bi-Mahd al-Nar by Ahmad b. Mustafa al-‘Alaw1 presenting it as a
significant model of Maghribi ishari exegesis in the fourteenth century AH.
Emerging from early ascetic and Sufi milieus, this interpretive orientation
developed into a structured approach linking spiritual purification with
Qur’anic understanding and activating the text’s spiritual dimension in
shaping faith consciousness. The study aims to reassess ishari exegesis by
uncovering its methodological foundations and scholarly parameters
through an inductive analysis of al-‘AlawT’s tafsir. It examines his symbolic
tools and semantic structures, drawing particularly on his introduction as
the framework of his interpretive vision. Using an analytical method, the
research clarifies the relationship between the outward and inward
dimensions of the text and the dynamics of meaning production between
revelation and Sufi experience. The basmalah serves as an applied model
to analyze linguistic indicators, spiritual stations, and the “language of the
spirit.” The study concludes that al-‘AlawT’s isharT exegesis rests on an
integrated methodological structure with educational and reformative
aims, harmonizing outward and inward sciences, affirming multilayered
Quranic meanings, and conditioning isharl insight upon spiritual
purification, while treating spiritual indications as disciplined, non-

exclusive interpretations.
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Kutub al-Haditha, 1961), 1:9; Muni® ‘Abd al-Halim Mahmiad, Mandhij al-
Mufassirin (al-Qahira: Dar al-Kitab al-Misri, 2000), 8.

2 Muhammad Husayn al-Dhahabi, al-Tafsir wa-I-Mufassiran (al-Qahira: Dar al-
Kutub al-Haditha, 1961), 3:19.

SMuhammad Husayn al-Dhahabi, al-Tafsir wa-I-Mufassirdn, 3:5; Majmi‘at
Mu’allifin, Mu ‘jam Mustalahat al-‘Ulam al-Shar‘iyya (al-Riyad: Wizarat al-Shu’dn
al-Islamiyya, 2017), 507.

4 Uthman Nari Tabash, al-Tasawwuf min al-Iman ila al-lhsan, trans. Muhammad
Harb et al. (Istanbdl: Dar al-Argam, 2013), 92.
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4



THE SCHOLAR-ISLAMIC ACADEMIC RESEARCH JOURNAL
Vol. 12, No. 1 | | January-June -2026| | P. 1-28
https://doi.org/10.29370/siarj/issue22arabicl

G9! Sl Usye Yl cpgatl] Aoye o LAY sl Janl (e 53850 cgdlal
Lbgiall LAY alrudly cdidawgy Gloyall dxiin Anogias 5l d] cualsy (29,0
W] sl L) Ayl el 5500 (0 oyl cugallly 4lall Jguall po oie
Ot el ddl (g5 l5d) G aantl S G Gguall slms¥I” (2023) Bl duslys cUiSy
feddl i § Gawadl slmi¥l mode iyl (@I Olr g ibinad! Sgule o Galaiae
Oszmadl sl QS 3 Gaudll dpieg Aalall dinasd Juas > (0 gl as]
Judl daeds Ol J) cely Addns 8aimg 2ylae Cdaiely die Ldpdat 7 3les Aulys e
atll 821,38 89,05 BuShe dd aBexd of 33 Lag die il Lo e staetlly copands Jo>
iyl abill of Jaall puadll jlal delins] sdey ol Godll dasl ais Ggall
il gl Galaias o daxl 3¢ (2021) g Awlys G Blewdl 13 g9
el i) Aypusatll sperdl oy J) Awlyall sda cibuag 7 auadll § (21934-21874)
duady smadl jmdl Lradde § souaill Lypwadl dilalie elhaiwl SN o godlall
O e i 008 gdlall &1 ) ) gl 4 yall daed sgadiy doeiie Capimgs
pue blial ae clagadl sledly wumill e WL ALayl 4¥Ysy adll all
(LY peatll § Aol Ayl e (gdhadl slatiel Ayl 201 LS jallall daslias
ASelud! 4S5 &y 2l 4l Hls & ol plad Jin 4 dals cilllaims Holog
Sruatll S G sdlall LY Algass Lh) Agalall lylall § poudll Ida mals
LY Glog cpladl dmdl Blead! (aus Auwlyudl sda adge dpuees (3 delun LS ¢ guall
syl ozl puds § gL el sy Adlad) ol @i 3] Leaguas ) (aud (&)
A9 B3e 1 dslgal Juleig
0 i 9 43 s 1 g o]
Ldgiall luasadl 50 e (31934/21353-21869/21286) ¢dlall Labms (el
Kl Ladlms Loy § Lad tugm gyl e qald) pall Bl 3 (Ll il &
soles elady olyall Lais (e jiiall die s (@oall bl ulad 2isdl 2001 448

® Huda Harrag, “Al-Ittijah al-SGfi fi al-Turath al-Tafsirl...,” in al-Multaqa al-Watant
Ittijahat al-Tafsir (al-laza’ir: Jami‘at al-Amir ‘Abd al-Qadir, 2023).
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Halabi, 1972), 4:504.
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636.
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*Muhammad b. 1sma‘1l al-Bukhari, al-Jami‘ al-Sahih, ed. Muhammad Zuhayr b.
Nasir (Bayrat: Dar Tawq al-Najah, 2001), Hadith no. 1217; Muslim b. al-Hajjaj, al-
Jami® al-Sahih, ed. Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqgi (al-Qahira, 1955), Hadith no.
540.

B\bn Manzur, Lisan al-‘Arab, 4:437.
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